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PREFACE.

The work of preparing for‘publication the Official Records of the
Union and Confederate navies, which was begun July 7, 1884, was
organized under the superintendency of Prof. J. R. Soley, U, 8: Navy,
at that time librarian of the Navy Department, afterwards Assistant
Secretary of the Navy.

In August, 1890, the work of collecting these records and their clas-
‘gification was ably continued by his successor, Lieut. F, M. Wise, U. 8.
Navy, who, having received orders to sea, was relieved by Lieut, Com-
mander Richard Rush, U, S. Navy, in May, 1893.

The long-delayed publication was finally authorized by act of Con-
gress approved July 31, 1894, and begun by Mr, Rush. The first five
volumes were published under his efficient administration, and the
important duty of organizing the oﬂice for the distribution of these

volumes was accomplished.* ‘

In March, 189/, Mr. Rush,having been ordered to sea, was succeeded
by Prof. Edward K. Rawson, U, S, Navy, a8 superintendent.

No change is contemplated at present in the outline of the plan of
publication as approved by the Department. This plan includes only
jthe use of such material as may be certified to be contemporaneous
naval records of the war, which is divided into three series, in the
following order of arrangement:

1. The first series embraces the reports, orders, and correspondence,
both Union and Oonfederate, relating to all naval operations on the
Atlantic and Gulf coasts and inland waters of the United States
during the war of the rebellion, together with the operations of vessels
acting singly, either as cruisers or privateers, in different parts of the
world. These reports are d,ccompamed by occasxonal maps and
diagrams. . _

In this series the papers are arranged according to squadrons and
ﬂotillas, chronologically, and, as far .as possible, the Union reports of
any events are immediately followed by the Uonfederate reports.

* From January, 1887, the office has had the competent assistance of Mr. Robert H.
Woods, a graduate of the Naval Academy, as chief clerk, under whose immediate
supervision the volumes are prepared for the press.—E, K. R.

Ix
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II. The second series embraces the reports, orders, and correspond..
ence relating to—

1. The condition of the Union Navy in 1861, before the*com-

 mencement of hostilities, and to its increase during the progress of

‘the war, including the anuual and special reports of the Secretary
of the Navy and chiefs of the varioug bureaus. '

2. The construction and outfit of the Confederate Navy, includ-
ing privateers, setting forth also the annual and special reports of
the Confederate Secretary of the Navy and chiefs of bureaus.

3. Statistical data of all vessels Union and Confederate, as far
as can be obtained, -

4, Returns of naval and military property ca.ptured by the navies
of both sides during the war.

6. Correspondence relating to naval prisoners: )

This series is also arranged chronologically in each of the above
sectlons, as far as practicable, )

IIL. The third series embraces all reports, orders, correspondence,
and returns of the Union and Oonfederate authorities not specially
relating to the matter of the first and second series,

It is the intention of the Department to introduce throughout the
volumes of the different series illustrations of each class or type of ves-

- sels referred to, in order to preserve the identity of these ships as they
actually appeared during the war, These cuts have been reproduced
either from photographs of the vessels themselves or from the carefully
prepared drawings made from official sources.

Mauch difficulty has beén found in collecting the records, for, while the
official reports of commanders of fleets and of vessels acting singly are
on flle in the Navy Depart.ment it is found that the correspondence
between flag-officers aad their subordinates is frequently missing,
Without this squadron correspondence the historical value of the work
would necessarily be incomplete, and the Department therefore has
spared no pains to secure the letter books and papers of the chief actors

- onboth sides. These papers have for the most part been obtained, and

they have been copiously used in the compilation of the work, The

- reports of the Union commanders are full and fairly complete. It is to

be regretted, however, that the Confederate records are not equally
complete, duse to the great dificulty found in collecting them, and also
to the fact that a large part of the archives of the Confederate Navy

Department was burned at the cloée of the war. Frequent careful
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searches throughout various parts of the country, conducted by |
specw.l agent of the Dopa.rtment, have brought to light many duplicates f
of these’ papers, found among the personal files of participants. Itis
hoped that the publication wm revive the interest of partxclpants m the
events reterred to, and lead them to bring to the notice of the Depart- |
ment the whereabouts of any papers bearing upon naval operations in
the civil war of which they may have knowledge. .

The sixth volume of the records (Series I, vol. 6), which has recently
been published by the Department, gives the operations of the Atlantic |
Blockading Squadron from July 16 to October 29, 1861, and also those

“of the North Atlantic Blockading Squadron (the Atlantic Blockading
Squadron having been divided ab that date into two squadrons) from
October 29, 1861, to March 8, 1862. The present volume (Series I,
vol, 7), comprlses the operations of the North Atlantic Blookadmg
Squadron from March 8 to September 4, 1862,

The reports and correspondence are placed chronologically‘in each
division, with a distinct heading for every paper. In the record of
‘events in which both sides took part, the Confederate reports (where
they could be obtained) immediately follow the Union reports, while the
miscellaneous Confederate correspondence is placed at the end of each
division, Reference to the table of contents will show the context
of these Confederate papers. It is believed that the chronological”
arrangement of the records, in connection with the full and complete
indeiﬂto each volume, will afford ample means of reference to its con-
tents without ofher subdivision or classification. In reports of special
or single events, in which the papers bear specific relation to those:
events, the chronological order has been somewhat modified, and such
documents have been placed together in the compilation,

' ' EpwARD K, RAWEON,
RoBERT H. WoODS,

- COomptlers.
NAVY DEPARTMENT,

Washington, D, 0., May, 1898.

NoTE.—The following is an extract from the law governing the dis:"
tribution of the sets comprising the publication (act of Congress
approved July 31, 1894):

* » » Of said number, six thousand eight hundred and forty
copies shall be for the use of the House of Representatives, two thou-
sand one hundred and twelve copies for the use of the Senate, and one-
thousand and forty-eight copies for the use of the Navy Department.
and for distribution by the Secretary of the Navy among officers of the
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Navy and contributors to the work, The quotas herein authorized of
said publication for the Senate and House of Representatives shall be
sent by the Secretary of the Navy to such libraries; organizations, and
individuals as may be designated by the Senators, Representatives, and
‘Delegates of the Fifty-third Congress, it beilig the purpose of this dis.
‘tribution herein provided:for to place these records in public libraries, -
and with permanent organizations having libraries, so far as such
libraries may exist i the several States and Territories. Each Senator
shall designate not exc¢eeding twenty-four and each Representative and
Delegate not exceeding nineteen of such addresses, and.the volumes
.shall be sent thereto from time to time, as they are published, until the

“publication is completed; and all sets that may not be ordered to be
distributed as provided herein shall be sold by the Secretary of the
-Navy for cost of publication, with ten percentumn added thereto, and -
the proceeds of such sale shall be covered into the Treasury, If two
or more sets of said volumes are ordered to theé ‘same address, the
Secretary of the Navy shall inform the Senators, Representatives, or
Delegates who have designated the same, who thereupon may desig-
‘nate other libraries, organizations, or individuals. The Secretary of the
‘Navy shall inform distributees at whose instance the volumes are sent.

The following joint resolution regarding the distribution of the work
was approved January 30, 1896:

. Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United
States of America in Congress assembled, That the Sec:etary of the Navy
be, and he is hereby, authorized and directed to send the undistributed
copies of the Official Records of the War of the Rebellion, both of the
Union and of the Confederate navies, to such libraries, organizations,
and individuals as may be designated before the meeting of the next
Oongress by the Representatives in the Fifty-fourth Oongress of the
districts whose Representatives in the IMifty-third Congress failed to
designate the distributees of their quota of said Official Records, or
-any part thereof, as authorized by the act of Uongress approved July
thirty-first, eighteen hundred and ninety-four, and the joint resolution
approved March second, eighteen hundred and ninety-five, to the extent
and in the manner and form provided in said act.

The following is an extract from the act of Congrass of May 28,1896,
which increased the edition from 10,000 to 11,000 copies:
~# * + TPor printing, binding, and wrapping one thousand addi-
tional copies of series one, volumes one, two, three, and four, for sup-

plying officers of the Navy who have not received the work, two
thousand four hundred dollars,



ORDER OF COMPILATION OF NAVAL WAR RECORDS.
SERIES I, )

1. Operations of the Cruisers, 1861-1865.

Union oraisers,
‘West India (Flying) Squadron. under Acting Rear-Admiral Wilkes, U.8. N., 1862-1863,
West India (Flying) S8quadron, under Acting Rear-Admijral Lardner, U, 8. N, 18031864
Confederate cruisers and privateers.

2. Operations in the Gulf of Mexico, January to June 7, 1861,

Surrender of the Pensacola Navy Yard.
Cooperation of the Navy in the relief of Fort Pickens.

8. Operations on the Atlantic Coast, January to May 13, 1861.

Cooperation of the Navy in the attempts to relieve Fort Sumter.
Abandonment and destruction of the Norfolk Navy Yurd.
Home Squadron, under Flag-Officer Pendergrast, U. 8, N.

4, Operations on the Potomaoc and Rappahannock Rivers, 1861-1865,

Potomao Flotilla, under Commander Ward, U, 8, N,, 1861,
Potomac Flotilla, under Captafn Craven, U. 8. N, 1861,

Potomao Flotilla, under Lioutenant Wyman, U, 8. N, 18611862,
Potomac Flotilla, under Commodore Harwood, U, 8, N., 1862-1863,
Potomac Flotilla, under Commander Parker, U, S, N,, 18631865,

5. Atlantic Blockading S8quadrons, 1861-1865.

Atlantio Blockading Squadron, under Flag-Officer Stringbam, U, 8, N., May 13 to Sept. 23, 1861,

West India Bquadron, under Flag-Officer Pendergrasi, U, 8, N., 1861,

Naval Defenses of Virginia and North Carolina, under Flug-Officer Barron, C. 8. N,
Atlantio Blockading S8quadron, under Flag.Officer Goldsborough, U, S. N, 1861,

North Atlantic Blookading 8quadron, under Rear-Admiral Goldshorough, U. 8; N, 1861-1862.

Naval Defennes of Virginia and North Carolina, under Flag-Officer Lynoh, C. 8. N,

James River Squadron, under Flag.Officer Buchanan,C, 8. N.:

Jamen River 8quadron, under Flag.Officer ‘L'attnall, C. 8, N,

Jumes River Flotilla, under Commodore Wilkes, U, 3, N, 1862,

North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, under Rear-Admiral Lee, U, 8, N., 1862-1864,

James River Squadron, under Flag-Oficors Forrest and Mitohell, 0, 8. N,

+ Naval Defenses Inland Watora of North Carolina, under Commandor Pinkney, C. 8, N,

* Naval Defonses Capé Fear River, North Carolina, under ¥lag-Officer Lynch, C. 8. N.
North Atlantio Blookading SBquadron, under Rear- Admiral Porter, U, 8. N., 1864-1865.

James River Squadron, under ¥lag-Officers Mitchell and Semmes, C, 8. N,

* Naval Defenses Cape Fear River;, North Carolina, under Flag.Officer Pinkney, C. 8. N,
North Atlantic Blockading 8quadron, under Acting Rear-Admiral Radford, U. 8. N,, 1865.
South Atlantic Blockading Squadron, under Rear-Admiral Du Pout, U.8, N, 1801—1803.

* Naval Defenses of South Carolina and Georgia, undor Flag-Officer ‘I'attuall, C. 8, N,

* Naval Defeuses of Charloston Harbor, South Carolina, under Flag.Officer Ingraham, €. 8, N,
South Atlantic Blockading Squadron, under Rear-Admiral Dablgren, U, §. N., 1863-1865,

* Naval Defensen of Charleston Harbor, South Carollna, under Flag. Omcor Tucker, C.8.N.

Naval Defenses of Suvannah, Ga., under Flag-Officers Hunter and Tattnall, (. 8. N,

* The Confederate material under this head is very scant. It is therefore hoped that those who
have any Confederate naval documents upoi the subjeot will communicate with the Otfice of N aval

‘War Records, Navy Department, Washington, D. C.
\ XI11K
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6. Gulf Blookading Squadrons, 1861-1865,

Gulf Bloékadlng Squnadron, under Flag-Officer Mervine, U. 8, N., 1861.
@Gulf Blockading Squadron, under Flag-Officer MoKean, U. 8. N., 1861-1862.
* Misaissippi River Defenses, under Flag-Officer Hollins, O. 8. .
Esst Gulf Blookading Squadron, under Flag-Officer MoKean, U, 8, N, 1862,
Eaet Gulf Blookading Squadron, under Acting Rear-Admiral Lardner, U. S. N., 1863,
East Gulf Blookading Squadron, under Acting Rear- Admiral Bailey, U. 8. N., 1862-1864,
East Gulf Blockading 8quadron, under Captain Greons, U, 8. N., 1864,
East Gulf Blockading Squadron, under Acting Rear-Admiral Stribling. U. S. N., 1864-1865,
West Gulf Blookading Squadron, nnder Flag-Officer Farragut, U, 8. N, ]862-4863
Mortar Flotilla, undér Commander Porter, U 8. N., 1862,
Lower lﬂuiuippl River Defenses, under Lommmder J. K. Mitchell, C. 8. N.
* Mobile Defenses, under Flag-Officer Randolph, C, 8. N,
Trans. Miuiulppi Marine Department, under Major Leon Smith, . S A,
West Gulf Blockading Squadron, under Commodore Bell, U. 8. N. (ad interim), 1863,
" ‘West Gulf Blockading Squadron, under Rear-Admiral Farragut, U. 8. N., 1864,
* Mobile Defenses; inder Admiral Buchanan; 0. 8. N,
‘West Gulf Bloockading Squadron, under Commmodore Palwer, U, 8. N., 1864-1865.
West Gulf Blockading Squadron, under Acting Rear-Admiral Thatcher, U. S. N., 1865.
* Mobile Defenses, under Flag-Officer Farrand, C. 8. N.

7. Operations on the Western Rivers, 1861-1865.

Naval Forces on Western Waters, under Commander Rodgers, U. 8. N, 1861.
Naval Forces on Western Waters, under Flag-Officer Foote, U. 8, N., 1861-1862.
* Mississippi River Defenses, uuder Flag- Officer Hollins, C. 8. N.
Naval Forcee on Western Waters, under Flag-Officer Davis, U. S, N., 1862,
- *Miasisnippi River Defense Fleet, under Captain Montgomery, C. S, A.

* Miesissippi River Defenses, under Commandeér R. F. Pinkney, C. 8. N.

* Mississippi River Defenses, uuder Flag. Officer Lynch, C. 8, N.
Mississippi Squadron, under Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. N,, 1862-1864,
Mississippi Squadron, under Acting Rear-Admiiral Lee, U. 8. N., 1864-1865,

* Naval Defenses of Red River, Louisiana, under Lieutenant J H. Csrter, 0. 8. N

.

* The Confederate material under this head is very scant., Itis therefore hoped that those who
have any Confederate naval documents upon the subject will communicate wish the Office of Navul
‘War Records, Navy Department, Washington, D. C. - .
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UNIT.EI) STATES.VESSELS OF WAR SERVING IN THE NORTH ATLANTIC
BLOCKADING SQUADRON,

NAME. RATE TONNAGE. CLaAss, CREW. | GUNS.
A.C.Powell* ..c.oo........ Fourth 65 |.Screw ateanter............. 18 1
AlDAtross.....ccoenuvnoes.l Fourth 3718 [.....do..... N 68 5
Amanda ....... eereeraaes Fourth . 368 | Bark...o.couceuinineananans 7 s
Anacostia............ cvnens Fourth ... 217 | Sorew steamer............. 67 2
Aragot...coveeriieieiiennnefoninaaa B Y TP ciscaees
Aroostook .......c.ecenenn. Fourth 507 | Sorew steamer......... Seas 94 4
Baltimore .......ccceueee. . Fourth .. 600 | Side-wheel steamer ........ 18 1
Ben Morgan ............... Fourth 407 | Ship .coiiviinniniieniinnnn, 85 fieeenenns
Brandywine................ Second ... 1,726 | 8toreship............. e DX I
Brazillera .ceeeeneeannoool . Fourth ... 540 | Bark..ccocaereraiiinninn, 63 [
Cambridge .......ccceun.-.. ‘Third..... 868 | Sorew steamer............. 26 5
Ceres ceceeneevevenenns....| Fourth ... 14 )..... do....... Gesssrennne 40 2
Charles Phelps............. Fourth ... 862 | Supply ship .............. 23 1
Chippewa ..c.coenvnniann.. Fourth .. 507 | Screw steamer............. 80 4
Chocura.......... ceveeaenns Fourth ... 507 |..... do seciviniineniiiiiaan 80 4
Clmarron ....evvevvvnnen... Third..... 860 | Side.wheel steamer........ 122 10
Ceurde Lfon ...cconneeen.. Fourth 110 |..... U S 20 3
Cohaaset ...... Neveesennanas Fourth .. 100 | Screw steamer............. 12 4
Commodore Barney ........ Fourth ... 518 | Side-wheel ateamer .....-.. 96 4
Commodore Perry.......... Fourth ... 613 [..... i 0 I B 20 4
Congrees...........c....... Second ... 1,867 | Sailing frigate.......... .. 406 50
Corwin......c....... corfomnans B Coast Survey steamer ..... 56 2
Cumberland................ Second i,726 | Slovp of war........ NP 288 4.
Currituck.c.eereeniooolae. Fourth 193 | Serew ateamer............. 62 6
Dacotah..coeerieeannil. Third..... 997 | Sorew sloop................ . Y] 6
DaWn ceveanienscanivenneans Fourth . 399 | Screw steamer............. 34 2
Daylght..coovvennennnnnn.. Fourth ... 682 |..... A0 +evreninennenannnn. 57 4
Delaware.....ccovveenennnn. Fourth 857 | Side-wheel steamer........ 68 b
Dragon ..cooovevveeneennn.s Fourth . 118 | Screw steamer............. 42 1
B 4 ) T R AR P PN (177311 0) ORI PR PR .
Ericasont oo.oevnniiii e, RN PR Y PRI PSR ORS
Fornanding coeveneeeann.. .. Fourth 207 | BarK.eeoesonserionrnoinnnn. 79 6
GalenR ..cevueneiiinaaianan, Third..... 738 | Screw steamer............. 150 6
Gemsbok y 622 | Bark..oooveeeeenriinnianns 103 8
Genesee'...... 803 | Sorew steamer............. 130 8
GTanite .oveereerrennuennns Fourth ... 75 | Safling 8l00p.c.cen. ... ... 16 1
Henry Brinker............. Fourth ... 108 | Screw steamer............. 18 1
Hetzel ..ccivviaininnnnnnan: Fourth ... 200 | S8ide.-wheel ateamer........ 69 2
Hunchbaok ..cooviveniecan. Fourth ... 617 |..... ) (R o9 4
Ilinolat....veve..... veeneidecieiveeena]ennennnieii]ianin PRI PPN IOPRR R
Isaac N, Seymonr .......... Fourth . 138 | Side-wheel ateamer........ 30 2
Island Bellocoeoanonn.o.t... Fourth 12 ..... do.vernnnn.. beererenes 24 2
JacobBell.......eevnninenn. Fourth 229 | Side-wheel asteamer........ 49 4
Jamestown. ...........euuns Third..... 1,150 | Sloop of WAL...cceeeenan.. 186 20

* Name changed to Alert, later to Watoh, { Chartered steamers,

XY
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UNITED STATES VESSELS OF WAR.

List of Tnited States vessels of war serving in the North Atlantic Blockading Squudron—
Continued.
NauMe, RaTE TONNAGE. CrLasS, CrEw, GUns,
_John L, Lockwoed .......... Fourth 180 | Side-wheel steamer........ 30 3
King Philip...ouevnenennsn. Fourth 600 |..... O veuenenairiinanenen, 14 1
Louisiana ...ococevnaennn.n. Fourth 205 | Screw steamer............. 85 1
© Mahaak®..c.i.oieeeannannn. Third..... 832 | Side.wheel steamer........ 145 6
Maratanza ......c.ooonnnnn. Thizd..... 786 |..... Q0 cierieaaeeiaannns .. 1 8
Marblehead ................| Fourth 507 | Borew steamer............. 81 4
Minnesota .......... e—ae Firat ..... 3,307.| Sorew frigate............ . 540 47
Monitor......cocaeeevee....| Third.... 7768 | Screw steamer........... . 49 b
Monticallo ..unveeunnann.s.. Fourth-.. 655 |..... [ U YT ] 3
MOTBO.cceivennnannnnannn. Fourth .. 513 | Side-wheel ateamer-........ 8 2
Mount Vernon ............. Fourth . 625 | Sorew steamer............. 50 | 8
Mount Washington ........| Fourth 500 | Side-wheel steamer........ 40 1
Mystic.ceeueerimann... Fourth 541 | Screw steamer............. 65 6
Naugatuck.............. +--| Fourth 192 1.....do...... Ceereeainavanns 22
New Ironsides ............. Firat ..... 3,486 |..... s 449 20
OcloTALA. ...ccuaenn... eane Thisd..... 829 | Side-wheel ateamer........ 10% 10
Patroon ...ccovvvevennnnnen. Fourth 183 | Scrow steamer............. 49 5
Penobscot......ccoeveennnn. Fourth ... (117 B DR U SO SO 82 4
Philadelphia .....cveee..... Fourth ... 600 | Side-wheel steamer . ....... 24 1
Port Royal ...ceuenennen.... Third..... T3] R T m 8
ROBONO..cocvciiineacannanan Fourth ... 111 | Serew steamer............. 20 1
RORDOK® ..eovvmannrnnnnn Firat ..... 3,425 | Screw frigate.............. 347 “
Roman..... .eceeiniinon. Fourth /350 | Saflingship....coeeenn.... 19 1
St. Lawrence...............| Second 1,726 | sailing frigate ......... e 374 62
8an Jactnto .......cooeun... Second 1,446 | Screw steamer............ 218 12
Satellite.......cocevuinia. Yourth . 217 | Side-wheel steamer........ 43 2
8ebago . ccveercciiiannaa.. Third..... 8324..... T, [ SR 156 6
Seminole ....... reeennanas Third..... 801 | Sorew sloop.....c.eveenn.n. 120 6
Shawsheen ......c.cceen.... Fourth 180 | Side-wheel steamer. ........ 40 2
B0nomA s.caveiiiiiiioniaan, Third..... 855 1..... [ [ 165 6
- Bophronia.................. Fourth 217 | Mortar schooner........... 32 3
- Southfield .ccceesvuennnn.... Fourth 7561 | Side-wheel steamer........ 61 4
Stars and Stripes....... 1...| Fourth 407 | Screw steamer ............. 94 8
State of Georgia ........... Third..... 1,204 | S8ide-wheel steamer........ 113 i 9.
Stepping Stonea............ Fourth 226 1..... L L e T 1
Susquehanna. .vouionone... PFirst ..... 2,450 {,.... A0 eerevmreraneanaeaeas 264 15
Thomas Freeborn .......... Fourth 260 |..... [ [ Y 67" -2
THOER +ennevemnrmenennsians 819 |..... 40 e, 105 [
Unces....... Geviuennanases 192 | Screw steamer............. 62 | 3
Underwriter .. 341'| Side-wheel steamer........ 09 , 4
Valley City ... 190 | Sorevs steamer............. 48 5
Vanderbilt ......oocoe.o.... 3,360 | Side.wheel steamer........ 209 ¢ 15
© Viotoria.:...... eeenaiiens 264 | Scrow steamer............. A4 | 3
‘Wachusett........ [POS Third. .... 1,032 | Serow 8lo0p ..ooeea.o.. 167 ]
‘Whitehall..................| Fourth . 328 | Side-wheel steamer ........ 62 4
Whitehead -....ovuouen..n. Fourth ... 139 | Screw steamer............. 45 1
Wm, Badger ............... Fourth ... 334 | Sailing ship ..... crians ceee 29 1
Wm, G, Putnam............ Fourth ... 149 | {3ide-wheel steamer ........ 17 2
YADKOS coveeernrniinaninnns Fourth ... 328 l..... A0 ceivinereeneiaaans 48 3
- Yonug Ametica........ «e.s| Fourth ... 173 | Screw steamer............. .13 1
Young Rover ............ ~.| Fourth ... 48 ]..... do ..... verereincravenns 85 5
Zouave........ teerecesinane Fourth ... 127 |..... L1 1 N 25 1
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NORTH ATLANTIC BLOCKADING SQUADRON.
FROM MARCH 8 To smnnﬁn#‘ 4, 1862.

Engagements in Hampton Roads between the U. 8. forces and . the O. 8. 8,
Virginia (Merrimack) and consorts, March 8-9, 1862,

’

[Telegram.]

NEwWPORT NEWS, March 8, 1862,

~ The Mermmaok is being towed down by two steamers past Craney
Island toward Sewell’s Pomt, so reported to me from the Cumberland.
MANSFIELD,
Brigadier-General,
Ma)or General WooL, -
Commanding,

[Telegram.]

} NewprorT NEWS, March 8, 1862,
The Merrimack is close at hand. :
MANSFIELD,
Brigadier-General.
- General WooL.

{Telegram,]

NEwrporT NEWS, March 8, 1862.
The Merrimack is engaging the Qumberland at close quarters. ~
MANSFIELD,
Brigadier-General,
General WooL,

{Telegram.]

Newrortr News, March 8, 1862,
The Yorktown [C. 8. 8. Patriok Henry] is passing with two other

steamers.
MANSFIELD,

Major-General WooL.
3
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[Telegram.} :
NewrorT NEWS, March 8, 1862,

General Mansfield has gone to visit the pickets. A shot from the
Congress just struck the upper wharf.
S - W, D, WHIPPLE,

L Asgistant Adjutant-General.
General WooL. L T ~

[Telogram ]

- Newporrt NEWS, March 8, 1862.
~ The Congress has surrendered but aground at Signal Point. I expect
. to see her in flames soon. We had driven oft from her the gunboats.
- We want ammunition for all our guns at once by land.

MANSFIELD.
Major-General WOOL :

[Telegram.]
R ~ NEWPORT was, March 8, 1862.
We' want powder by the barrel. - We want blankets sent up bo ‘night
for the crews of the Cumberland and the Congress. The' Merrimack has’
~ it all her'own way this side of ngnal Point and will probably burn the
Congréss, now aground, with white flag flying, and our sanlors swxmmmg
~ ashore. These must come. by land to-night.

o MANSFIELD.
General WooL.

- ['Telegram.]
' NEWPORT NEWS, March 8, 1862,
We have no more ammunition and the Merrimack and Yorktown are
off Signal Point. ‘Send us cartridges and shells for 8-inch columbiad
and hownt,zers by land.
MANSFIELD.
Major-General WooL.

————

[Telegram.]

NeEwPORT NEWS, March 8, 1862.

The Uongreas isnow burning. The enemy’s steamers have hauled off
toward Pig Point. Qaptain Whipple is here, and so is Max Weber, the
Twentieth, and the coast guard, and cavalry, We should have another
light battery to resist attack by land if they come. ,

MANSFIELD,
; Brigadier-Qeneral,
General WoOL. ‘ :

———ry

of -Glenoral Wool, U, 8, Army, the attack the C. 8. 6.
R o SEerrimack) upon the U, 8. hips i Hampton Boags “‘“““‘
ForT MONROE, VA., March 8, 1862,

The Merrimack came down from Norfolk to-day, and about 2 o’clock
attacked the Cumberland and Congress. She sunk the Cumberland, and
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the Oo'agress surrendered The Mmmota is aground and attacl:ed by
the Ja*nentown, Yorkwwn, and Merrimack. The St. Lawrence just
~ arrived und ‘going to assist. : The Minnesota is aground.. Probably
both will. be taken. That is the opinion  of Oapt.am Marston and his
officers. The Roanoke is under our guns,

Itis thought the Merrimack, Jamestown, and Yorktown will pass the

fort to- night.
- JNo. H. WooL,

Major-General,
Hon, EDWIN M. STAN'.[‘ON
Semetary of War .

[Telogram ]

Fon'r MONROE, VA‘, March8 186‘2—8 30 p. m,

"No ﬁrmg for 1ast two hours, Newport News: camp is unimnred ‘We
are towing’ traquorts out to sea to keep clearif the Merrimack comes
down to the fort. - Minnesota and ‘St. Lawrmwe stlll agmund 'l‘he tide
will not float them for three hours. :

: - 7 ‘ JNO. E. WOOL,
P - Major-G(meml
‘ Hon EDWIN M. S'I‘ANTON, R
beoretary of War ] i

'l‘he Mermmack has goue back to braney Island : g
‘ J. E.\x‘ Ww.

Report of Lieutenant Worden, U. 8. Navy, of the arrival of the U, 8, 8, Monitor in Hampton

U. 8. 8. MCNITOR,
~ Hampton Roads, March 8, 1862.
SIR‘ I have the honor to report ‘that1 arrived at thns anchorage at
9 o’clock tliis evening, and am ordered to proceed nmnedmtely to the’
assxsbanca of the Minnesota, aground near Newport News. :
: Respe(,ttully, your obedient servant, -
JOBN L. WORDEN, «

Lieutenant, (Jommcmdmg

Hon GIDFON WFLL\:‘.S, - .
becretary of the Navy.

: . [Telegram.]
\ MAROH 8, 186...
One man [of' the] Seventh New York had his leg taken off by a.plecef
of shell and: one man of" the artillery ‘detachment had bones of his feet
crushed by carriage running over it. No other casualty in the fort.
All the wounded were removed from the Congress before she was
“burned. News ot the arrival of the Monitor has infnsed new life into

the men.
: W. D. WBIPPLE
o Assistant Ad_mtant (}eneml
Major-General WcOL.
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[Telegram] o .
MARrcH 9, 1862,
Fifty thousand rations are being put on'board the Commerce, and will -
g0 up ag soon a8 the coast is clear, From appearances: the Monitor is
giving the Yorktown and Merrimack more than they want. .
LEG. B. OANNON
Add-de- Oamp
General MANSFIELD.

P

Letter from the Assistant Sécretary of the Navy to Flag-Officer Goldsborough, U. 8. Navy,
reporting the condition of affairs in Hampton Roads and urging his immediate return.

HEADQUARTERS. DEPARTMENT OF VIRGINIA,
Fort Monroe, Va., March 8 [9], 1862—6 p‘

DEAR OOMMODORE: After a four- hours’ ﬁght the Monitor has driven
the Merrimack away from the Minnesota, which is aground oft Newport
News, and did not come off' at hlgh water to- -day, though she was moved
and headed downstream. Lieutenant Worden, who. commanded the
Monitor, and fought her, is- injured in both eyes, 8o as not [to be| able
to see. Wise takes him up to Washington, and I think you had better
bring back Jeffers to_handle the Monitor. She is yet uninjured, and
my impression is that the Merrimack is very little hurt, though I can
not say. She retired under fair headway. I think it of the utmost
importance that you should return at theearliest moment. We do not
want any of your tags; there are enough here.

Yours, truly, ,
G. V. Fox.
[Flag,Oﬂicer GOLDSBOROUGH,
Sounds of North Carolina.)

{ Telegram )

HEADQUARTERS, Fortress Monroe—6 :45p. m. - .
(Received March 9, 1862.)

The Momior armved at 10 p. m. last night and went nnmedlately to
%le protection of the Mimnnesota, lying aground just below Newport_

ews,

At7a.m, to- day the Mermmack accompanied by two wooden steamers
and several tugs, stood out tow'u'd the Minnesota and opened fire.
- The Monitor met them at once and opened her fire, when all the enemy’s

vessels retired, excepting the Merrtmack. These two ironclad vessels
fought part of ‘the time touching each other, from 8 a. m. to noon, when
the Merrimack retired. 'Whether she is injured or not it is impossible
to say. Lieutenant J. L. Worden, who commanded the Momtor, han-
dled her with great skill, assisted by Chief Engineer Stimers. Lieu-
tenant Worden was 1n3nred by the cement from the pilot house being
driven into his eyes, but I trust not seriously. The anesota kept up
a continuous fire and is herself somewhat injured.

She was moved considerably to-day, and will probably be off to-night.
The Monitor is uninjured and ready at any moment to repel another

. attack.

G. V. Fox,
, ‘ Assistant Seoreta/ry.
G. WELLES,
Secretary Navy.
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[Telegra.m ]

Forr MONROE, March 9--7 p.m.

Your noble boat has performed with perfect success, and Worden
and Stimers have handled her with great skill. She is uninjured.
: G. V. Fox,
. ' , Asszstcmt Secretary ’mvy
J. EriossoN, Basaq,,
New York.

"Telegram:]

FOR’I‘RESS MONROE——-9 Pp.m,
- . (Received March 9, 1862.)

: Oonsultmg with General Wool I have ordered the mgates out of

the roads-—the St, Lawreénce to the Potomac, Roanoke and Minnesota to
New York, the latter being disabled. The Momtor, of course, remains;
If there are any of those 1l-inch gunboats (I think there are two in
Boston); please send them at once to this place. They can keep clear
“of the Merrimack and be of great assistance,

Nearly all here are of the opinion that the Merrimack is disabled,
I was the nearest person to her outside of the Monitor, and I am of the
opinion she is not. seriously injured. I have sent a steamer for Co-
. modore Goldsborough
I'can not see that anything more can be done by the Navy,
G. V. Fox.
Hon. G. WELLES,
Secretary of the vayd

[Telegrﬁm ]

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMFNT OF VIRG‘INIA ;
Fort Monroe, Va., March 9, 1862.

The anesota, has been moved about one and one:half her length,
but is still aground. She is consxderably injured. About 150 of her
crew have left her and are now in the fort. She has had 5 killed and
20 wounded. If the Merrimack comes out again, she will probably be
destroyed. It is thought exceedingly doubtful whether she can be got
off. The Spaulding will go up to try it to-night, The commander of
the Monitor is severely injured in the face. from the effects of a shot
striking the outside of a narrow opening through [which] he was look-
ing. He has gone to Baltimore to-night.

WM. D. mew.

General MANSFIELD.

\
[Teloegram.]

OLp PoIinT COMFORT, March 9, 1862,
Please look out for Vu'gmm until my return. I may have to stay
over to night, as my presence is indispensable, I think the Merri.
mack is laid up for a few days, not more, and in that time the harbor
will be cleared for the iron combatants. It is a most historical fight—
four hours fighting and nobod g hurt, Everybody is in good spirits,
- especially as the Minnesota is o 6. V. F
0X,

Hon, M, BLAIR,
Postmaster-General,
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Report of Captain Marston, U, 8. Navy, senior officer present.

U. 8. 8. ROANOKE,
Hampton Roads, March 9, 1862,

Sir: T have the honor to inform you that yesterday at 1 o’clock one
ot the lookout vessels reported by signal that the enemy was coming
out. I immediately ordered the Al; nmesom to get underway, and as soon
as the two tugs appointed to tow this ship came alongside I slipped
our cable,

The Merrimack was soon discovered passing out by Sewell’s Point,
standing up toward Newport News, accompanied by several small gun
boats. Hvery exertion was made by us to get all the speed on the
Roanoke that the two tugs were capable of giving her, but in conse-
quence of our bad steerage we did not get ahead as rapidly as we
desired to do. The Merrimack went up and immediately attacked the
Congress and Cumberland, but pattlculaxly the latter ship, which was
hid from us by the land. "When about 7 or 8 miles from Fortress Mon-
roe the Minnesota grounded. We continued to stand on, and when we
came in sight of the Cumberland we saw that she had careened over,
apparently full of water. The enemy, who had been joined by two or
three steamers from Jamnes River, now devoted themselves exclusively
to the Uongress, but she being agxound could bring but few guus to
bear on them, and at ten minutes before 4 o’clock we had the mortifica-
tion of deeing her haul down her flag. I continued to stand on till we
found ourselves in 34 fathoms water, and was on the ground astern.
Finding that we could go no farther I ordered one of our tugs to tow
us round, and as soon as the Roanoke’s head was pointed down the bay,
and I found she was afloat again, I directed the tugs to go to the assist-
ance of the Minnesota, under the hope that with two others which had
accompanied her they would be able to get her off, but up to the time
that I now write have not succeeded in doing so.

At b o’clock the frigate 8t. Lawrence, in tow of the Cumbridge, passed
us, and not long after she also gxounded but by the aid of the Cam-
bridge she was got afloat again, and being unable to render any assist-
ance to the Minnesota, came down the harbor., In passing the batteries
at Sewell’s Point, both going and returning, the rebels opened their fire
on us, which was returned from our pivot- guns, but the range was too
great for them, while the enemy’s shot [fell] far beyond us. One shot
went through our foresail, cutting away two of our shrouds, and several
:slhogs burst over and near the ship, scattering their fragments on the

ec

Between 7 and 8 o'clock we discovered that the rebels had set fire to
the Congress, and she continued to burn till 1 o’clock, when she blew
up. This was a melancholy satisfaction to me, for as she had .fallen
into the hands of the enemy it was far better to have her destroyed
than that she should be employed against us at some future day. It
was the impression of some of my officers that the rebels hoisted the
French flag, but I ecould not make it out. At 8 o’clock I heard that the
Monitor had arrived, and soon after Lieutenant Commanding Worden
came on board and 1 immediately ordered him to go up to the Minne-
sota, hoping that she would Le able to keep off an attack on the
Minnesota till we had got her afloat again. This morning the Merri-
mack renewed the attack on the AMinnesota, but she found, no doubt
greatly to her surprise, a new opponent in the Monitor. The contest
has heen going on during most of the day between these two armored
vessels, and most beantifully has the little Monitor sustained herself,
showing herself capable of great endurance,



NORTH ATLANTIC BLOCKADING SQUADRON. 9

I have not received any official account of the loss of the Congress
and Cumberland, but no doubt shall do 8o, when it will be transmltted
to you.

1 should do injustice to this military department did 1 not inform
you that every assistance was freely tendered to us, sending five of
their tugs to the relief’ of the Minnesota, and oftering all the aid in
their power.

I would also beg leave to say that Uapt'un Poor, of the Ordnance
Depaltmmt kindly volunteered to do duty temporarily on board this
ship, and from whom I have received much assistance. 1 did hope to
get {his oft by this day’s mail, but 1 have been so constantly employed
that I fear 1 shall not do so. -

Very respectfully, your obedient bmvtmt
Joun MARSTON,
Captain and Senior Officer.
Hon. GIpEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Abatract log cf tho U. 8. 8. Roanoke.

March 8, 1862.—At 1:08 p. m. saw signal 501, which we answered at
once and mguah/ed tug Young America to come alongside and take us
in tow. At 1:10 saw the Merrimack around Sewell’s Point heading for
Newport News, Slipped our chain and started up in tow of the tug
Dragon. The Minnesota also got underway and steamed toward New-
port News. At1:30 the tug Young America came alongside to assist
in towing us to the action. At 2 p.m. the tugboat Dragon cast off
from alongside and took a hawser out ahead. Set the spanker and
jib. At 2:30, coming in range of Sewell’'s Point battery, they opeued
fire, and several shot and shell passed over and fell around this ship.
One rifle shot passed through the foresail and cut away a shroud on
each side of the fore rigging; put on stops at once. The forward pivot
gun was trained on Sewell’s Point battery and fired, but fell short. On
opening Newport News Point, about 3: 30, found the Oumberland sunk,
the Minnesot« aground, and the rebel steamers Merrimack, Jamestoum,
and Patrick Henr J,together with some three or four small steamers, en-
gaging the Congress and Newport Newsencampment and fort. At about
4 o’clock the Congress struck her colors and hoisted the white flag., The
rebels then opened fire at the Minnesota at long range with rifled guns.
Several of their shot fell around this ship. All and every exertion was
made to get this ship up to the scene of action and to the relief of the
Congress and Minnesota, but could not. We worked her head down the
river, and sent the tugs to the relief of the Minnesote. From 4 to 6
p. m. calm, ship underway, endeavoring to get up to Newport News;
the water shoal. The Minnesota aground and our ship dragging into
the mud and could not getinto action. With the assistance ot the two
tugs and sail got the ship about, then up [top]gallant masts, made sail,
and sent the tugboats to assist the Minnesota. At this time tho Cum’
berland had been sunk and the Congress her colors struck. Passing
Sewell’s Point the battery kept a brisk fire on us each way, the shot
passing over and some fragments striking us in hull and rigging.
When out of range we came to anchor, At the time of gett}mg up the
topgallant masts the leading block bolt in the deck drew,striking John
McDonough i in the head, who, it is feared, is mortally wounded Find-
ing it impossible to get up the river, and keeping up a brisk fire with
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our pivot gun on Sewell’s Pomt stood down river and anchored between
Fortress Monroe and Sewell's Point, leaving the MMinnesota and St.
Lawrence up the river in action with the Merrimack, TFrom 6 to 8 p. m.:
At 6 the steamers Atlantic and America towed us to our anchorage in
the roads. The Minnesota remains aground and the Congress enveloped
in flames. At 6:06the whole rebel fleet withdrew under Sewell’s Point
and anchored. The steamer Monitor arrived.

March 9.—At 12:30 a, m. the ship Congress blew up. At daylight
called all hands. Saw the Merrimack, Jamestown, and Patrick Henry
off Sewell’s Point. At 7:45 the Merrimack drifted slowly down, and
at 8: 06 opened fire on the Monitor, she returning it. At 8:30 the "Mer-
rimack opened a brisk fire on the bl innesota and Monitor, both return-
ing the fire. The engagement lasted three and one-half hours. At
meridian, the Merrimack, with the other rebel boats, returned toward
Norfolk.

March 10.—At 2:06 a. m. the U, 8, gunboat Whitehall caught fire
and was destroyed. Sent the Young America to her assistance. At
3:20 a boat arrived with dispatches to, and returned with dispatches
from, Captain Marston. The Whitehall is a total wreck, At4:45 the
U. 8. S[team] frigate Minnesota got afloat and came down to her anchor-
age in the roads. At 8 the U. 8. S. Monitor came down. Called all
hands and cheered her.

Mareh 11.—At 10 a. m. saw black smoke and steam of three steamers
over Sewell’s Point.

March 12.—Got underway for New York.

Report of Captain Van Brunt, U. 8. Navy, commanding U. 8, 8, Minnesota.

U. 8. 8, MINNESOTA, March 10, 1862,

Sir: On Saturday, the 8th instant, at 12: 45 p. m., three smnll steam-
ers, in appearance, were discovered rounding Sewell’s Point, and as
soon as they came into full broadside view I was convinced that one
was the iron-plated steam battery Merrimack, from the lar ge size of her
smoke pipe. They were heading for Newporﬁ News, and I, in obedience
to a signal from the senior officer present, Captain J. Marqton, imme-
diately called all hands, slipped my cgzbleq, and got underway for that
point to engage her. While rapidly passing Sewell’s Point the rebels
there opened fire upon us from a rifle battery, one shot from which going
through and crippling my mainmast,. Ireturned the fire with my broad-
side guns and forecastle pivot. We ran without further difficulty within
about 14 miles of Newport News, and there, unfortunately, grounded.
The tide was running ebb, and although in the channel, there was not
sufficient water for this ship, which. draws 23 feet. I knew that the
bottom was soft and lumpy, and endeavored to force the ship over, but
found it impossible 80 to do.

At this time it was reportcd to me that the Merrimack had passed
the frigate Congress and run into the sloop of war Cumberland, and in
fifteen minutes after 1 saw the laliter going down by the head The
Merrimack then hauled off, taking a position, and about 2:30 p. m.
engaged the Congress, throwmg ghot and shell into her with terrific
effect, while the shot from the Congress glanced from her iron-plated
sloping sides without doing any apparent damage. At 3:30 p. m. the
Congress was compelled to haul down her colors, Of the extent of her
loss and injury you will be informed from the official report.
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At 4 p. m. the Merrimack, Jameez‘mmz, and Patrick Henry bore down
upon my vessel, Very fortunately the iron battery drew too much
water to come within a mile of us. She took a position on my starboard
bow, but did not fire with accuracy, and only one shot passed through
the ship’s bow.

The other two steamers took their position on my port bow and stern,
and their fire did most damage in killing and wounding men, inasmuch
as they fired with rifled guns; but with the heavy gun that I could
bring to bear upon them 1 drove them off, one ot them apparently in o
crippled condition, I fired upon the i ervimacl: with my pivot 10-inch
gun without apparent effect, and at 7 p. m. she too hauled oft' and all
three vessels steamed toward Nox‘fo]k The tremendous firing of my
broadside guns had crowded me farther upon the mud bank, into which
the ship seemed to have made for herself a cradle. From 10" p. m,, when
the tide commenced to run flood until 4 a. m,, I had all hands at work
with steam tugs and hawsers, endeavoring to haul the ship oft of the
bank, but without avail, and, as the tide had then fallen considerably,
I su%pended further operatlon% at that time. At 2a.m. theiron battery .
Monitor, Commander [Lieutenant] John L. Worden, which had arrived
the previous evening at Hampton Roads, came alongside and reported
for duty, and then all on board felt that we had a friend that would
stand by us in our hour of trial.

At 6 a. m. the enemy again appeared, coming down from Craney
Island, and I beat to quarters, but they ran past my ship and wero
headmg for Tortress Monroe, and thé retreat was beaten to allow my
meun to get something to eat. The Merrimack ran down near to the
Rip Raps, and then turned into the channel through which I had come,
Again all hands were called to quarters, and when she approached
within a mile of us I opened upon her with my stern guns and made
signal to the Monitor to attack the enemy. She immediately ran down
in my wake, right within the range of the Merr imack, completely cov-
ering my ship as far as was possible with her dimensions, and, much to
my astonishment, laid herself right alongmde of the Mcrrnnacl‘, and the
contrast was that of a pigmy to a giant. Gun after gun was fired by
the Monitor,which was returned with whole broadsides from the rebels
with no more effect, apparently, than so many pebblestones thrown by
a child, After a while they commenced maneuvering, and we could see
the little battery point her bow for the rebels, with the intention, as 1
thought, of sending a shot through her bow porthole; then she would
shoot by her and rake her through her stern. In the meantime the
rebel was pouring broadside after broadside, but almost all her shot flew
over the little submerged plopeller, and when they struck the Lomb-
proof tower the shot glanced oft without pr oducmg any effect, clearly
establishing the fact that wooden vessels can not contend successfully
with ironeclad ones; for never before was anything like it dreamed of
by the greatest enthumast in maritime warfare. The Merrimack, find-
ing that she could make nothing of the Monitor, turned her attention
once more to me. In the morning she had puf, a 1l-ineh shot under -
my counter near the water line, and now, on her second approach, I
opened upon her with all my broadside guns and 10-inch pivot a broad-
side which would have blown out of water any timber-built ship in the
world. She returned my fire with her rifled bow gun with a shell,
which passed through the chief engmem’s stateroom, through the
“engineer’s mess room, mmdqlups, and burst in the boatswain’s room,
tearing four rooms all inte one in its passage, exploding two charges of’
powder, which set the ship on fire, but it was promptly extinguished
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by a party headed by my first lieutenant; her second went through
the boiler of the tugboat Dragon, exp]odmg it and causing some con-
sternation on board my ship for the moment, until the matter was
explained. This time I had concentrated upon her an incessant fire
from mwy gun deck, spar deck, and forecastle pivot guns, and was
informed by my marine officer, who was stationed on the poop, that at
least fifty solid shot struck her on her slanting side without producing
any apparent effect. By the time she had fired her third shell the
little Monitor had come down upon her, placmg herself between us,
and compelled her to change her position, in domg which she grounded,
and again I poured into her all the guns which could be brought to
bear upon her. As s0 n as she got off she stood down the bay, the
little battery chasing her with all speed, when suddenly the Merrimack
turned around and ran full speed into her antagonist. For a moment
1 was anxious, but instantly I saw a shot plunge into the iron roof of
the Merrimack, which surely must have damaged her. TFor some time
after the wbe]s concentrated their whole battery upon the tower and -
pilot house of the Monitor, and soon after the latter stood down for
Fortress Monroe, and we thought it probable she had exhausted her sup-
ply of ammunition or sustained some injury. Soon after the Merrimack
and the two other steamers headed for my ship, and 1 then felt to the
fullest'extent my condition., I was hard and immovably aground, and
they could take position under my stern and rake me, I had expended
most of my solid shot and my ship was badly crippled and my officers
and men were worn out with fatigue, but even then, in this extreme
dilemma, 1 determined never to give up the ship to the rebels, and,
after consulting my ofticers, 1 ordered every preparation to be made to
destroy the ship after all hope was gone to save her. On ascending
the poop deck 1 observed that the enemy’s vessels had changed their
course and were heading for Craney Island., Then I determined to
lighten the ship by throwing overboard my 8 inch guns, hoisting out
provisions, starting water, ete. At 2 p.m. I proceeded to make another
attempt to save the ship, by the use of a number of powerful tugs and
the steamer 8. K. Spaulding, kindly sent to my assistance by Captain
Tallmadge, quartermaster at Fortress. Monroe, and succeeded in drag-
ging her half a mile distant, and then she again was immovable, the
tide having fallen. At 2 a. m, this morning I succeeded in getting the
ship once more afloat, and am now at anchor opposite Fortress Monroe.

It gives me great 1)lcasure to say that during the whole of these try-
ing scenes the officers and men conducted themselves with great cour-
age and coolness.

I have the honor to be, your very obedient servant
G.dJ. VAN BRUNT,
Captain, U, 8. Navy, OOnmzandnu/ Frigate Minnesotu,

Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
beoretmy of the N(wy, Washmqton, ]) C.

[Enoloaures. )
U. 8. 8. MINNESOTA, March 10, 1862,

Report of killed and wounded on and alongside the Minnesola in the action of the Sth and
" 9th March, 1862.

Killed on board the Minnesota :

1. Alexander Winslow, captain maintop.
2. Henry Smith, coxswain.
- 3. Dennis Harrington, captain mizzen top; killed alongside on board
the Whitehall.
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é' } Names not ascertained yet. S
. 6. Robert Waugh, diod on board Minnesota,

Wounded on board the Minnesota :

John Gunn, quartermaster, seriously.

Henry Leeland, (quarter gunner, seriously.
Charles Dunlup, ordinary seaman, mortally.
Samuel W. Hiller, ordinary seaman, sliglitly,
Christopher Sewell, coal heaver, mortally.
Charles Thompson, seaman, seriously, per lnps mortally.
Joseph Augustus (musncxan) seriously.
Samuel W, Thomas (musman) slightly.

. Seth Bennett, gmuslclan) , slightly,

10. Atwell Kean, landsman, slightly.

11, John Clark, seaman, seriously.

12, Patrick Joyce, ordinary seaman, slightly.

13, Julius Bartlett, quartermaster, slightly.

14. Joyce Moore &wlored), landsman, slightly.

15. Eli Parris (colored), landsman, slightly.

16. Ansel Richchurch, seaman, slightly.

Wounded alongside on board the Dragon :

}g Names not ascertained; now on board the hospital ship Ben

19, Morgan.

-

POND O 10 =

20, Name not known (engineer), slightly.
Total killed, 6.
Total wounded, 20. -
Very respectfully,
WM, MAXWELL Woob,

: Fleet Surgeon. §
Captain G. J. VAN BRUNT,
Commanding U. 8. 8. Minnesota.

———

U. 8. 8. MINNESOTA, March 10, 1862.

S1r: I most respectfully offer the following report of ammunition
expended on the 8th and 9th instant:

78 solid shot, X-inch. 180 shell, IX- inch, 15-secoud.
169 solid ahot IX-inch. 3) shell VIII- inch, 15-second.
67 shell, X- moh, 15-second. i 5,667% pounds of service powder,

I also wish to report to you that the battery requires reﬂtting, being
rendered useless. Locks and sights broken, breechings, side tackles,
and block straps cut, blocks destroyed, rammers and sponges broken,
ete. With what 1 h.we on hand I can equip ten 9-inch guns besides
the pivot. The clevises on the- pivot slide have carried away; theslide
itself requires overhauling, Seven of the guns of the spar-deck battery
were thrown overboard; also one 12-pounder boat howitzer. A part of
the small arms is tmssmg, also belts, cartridge boxes, scabbards, and
frogs. All the articles put on board the Whitehall for safe-keeping are
destroyed, she having been burned last night.

Very respectfully, etc.
CHARLES W. HOMER,
) Gunner,

G. J. VAN Brun1u, Esq,,

Captain.
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U. 8. 8. MINNESOTA,
Hampton Roads, Virginia, March 10, 1862,

Sir: In obedicence to your order of this date, I submit the following
report of damagey sustained by this ship in hull, spars, and boats in
the engagemoents on the 8th and 9th instant with the rebel steamers
Merrimack, Yorktown, and one other, name unknown: ,

Port side: Received one shell on afterquarter at the water line, which
cut through the planking; one shell between main and mizzen rigging
below air-port line, which passed through chief engineer’s stuteroom,
crossing and tearing up the deck over the cockpit and striking the
clamp and knee in carpenter’s stateroom, where it exploded, carrying
away the beam clamp and knee and completely demolishing the bulk-
heads, setting fire to the same and ripping up the deck. One shell
passed through hammock netting abatt of main rigging, striking spar
deck on starboard side, cutting through four planks, then, ricochetting,
carrying away truck and axle of gun carriage and wounding waterwuys.
Two shell passed through No. 8 port, carrying away planking timbers’
and deck clamps and splintering several beams and castings. One shell
passed through forward part of No. 6 port, carrying away planking tim-
ber and upper sill; one shell under forerigging, which cut away sheet
cable, penetrating planking timber, and splintering deck clamps, Onue
shell on starboard side carried away hammock nettings and gangway
boards. There are several wounds on port side, received from fragments
of exploded shell. One shell passed through the mainmast 14 feet above
deck, cutting away one-third of the mast and bursting some of the iron
bands. One shell struck spar deck in starboard gangway, cutting it
up.  One passed from port to starboard gangway forward of mainmast,
where it exploded, wounding two boats, h :

Very respectfully,
Enz., THOMPSON,
Curpenter, U. S. Navy
Captain G. J. VAN BRrunr,
Commanding U, 8. 8. Minnesota.

U. S. S. MINNESOTA,
Off Hampton Roads, March 10, 1862

Sir: I have the honor to report that the boatswain department was
injured to the extent enumerated below while engaged with the rebels
on the 8th and 9th instant:

Iort jib guy shot away; lower boom topping-lift falls; port fore-
topsail brace; port mizzen-topsail brace; port main lift; port main top-
gallant clewline; main topmast pendant; forward guys of lower booms;
shrouds in port main rigging; fore-topmast staysail halyards.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
PAUL ATKINSON,
Boatswain,
Captain G, J. VAN BRUNT,
Commanding U, 8. S. Minnesota.

Abstract log of the U, 8. 8. Minnesota,

March 8, 1862.-—At 12: 45 p. m. saw three steamers off Sewell’s Point
standing toward Newport News, One of these was supposed to be the
Merrimack from the size of her smokestack, We immediately slipped
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chain and steanmed toward Newport News. At 1:30 went to quarters,
At 2, when off Sewell’s Point, the enemy opened fire upon us, which
was immediately responded to by this ship. One of the enemy’s shot
took effect upon the mainmast, We immediately fished and secured it
with a hawser over the masthead. At 3 the ship grounded, Newport
Newsbearing north[west?], distanceabout 1 mile. - Webacked theengine
and set the mizzen topsail to back the ship off, but all to no effect, as it
was high water when the ship grounded. Thé three rebel steamers,
when we had grounded near Newport News, had attacked the U. 8. ships
Cumberland and Congress. At 3:30 the Cumberland went down with
her colors flying. At 4 the Congress struck her colors and hoisted a
white flag. At 4 the rebel steamers and the Minnesota commenced
action, the rebels firing directly upon our bows. We immediately
transported four of the broadside guns to the bow ports and commenced
firing, Two of the rebel steamers commenced moving to the south-
“ward. We then opened fire upon them with our port battery. We
received several shot and shell in our port side, killing two men and
wounding several. From 6 until 8 p. m.: Action still continued with
our port battery and bow guns, the rebels doing considerable damage to
the Minnesote. At T the rebel steamers hauled off. From 8 until mid-
night: All preparations were made to get the ship atloat, such as getting
out stream anchor, getting tugboats alongside, and making them fast;
transported two of the 9-inch broadside guns to the stern ports of the
cabin,

Mareh 9.—At 2 a. m, the ship Hoated, but soon grounded. The U, 8,
battery Monitor, Commander [Lieutenantl J. L. Worden, arrived and
reported for orders. From 4 until 8 a. m.: Received 100 9-inch solid shot
from Fortress Monroe. Still at work trying to get the ship off, At
4:16 found it impossible to get the ship atloat, as the tide had fallen too
much, At 6 a.m. the three rebel steamers made their appearance
directly astern, and commenced firing upon us, which was promptly
responded to. Signalized the Monitor to engage the enemy. She
commenced an attack upon them, when they steamed toward Sewell’s
Point, followed by the Monitor. Irom 8 a, m. to meridian: U. 8, S,
Monitor still engaged with Merrimack, at close guarters most of the
time. At 11 the Merrimack again returned and took her position upon
our port side, distant about 1 mile, and commenced to fire upon our
ship, striking her in several places, doing much damage. The enemy’s
fire promptly returned by this ship; one man killed and several
wounded. The Merrimack retired. We commenced lightening the
ship by starting water, hoisting out provisions, and heaving overboard
seven of 8inch guns. At 1 p. m, the Merrimack steamed toward Nor-
tolk. At 2 commenced to get the ship afloat and succeeded in swing-
ing the-ship’s bows down the channel. ~All hands were called to stand
by their bags and hammocks in case we failed to get the ship oft at
high water, having expended nearly all of our solid shot, 9-inch. At
4:30 we succeeded in getting the ship afloat and proceeded one-fourth
of & mile; when we again grounded.

Mareh 10.—At 2 a. m. succeeded in getting the ship atloat. Came te
anchor in Hampton Roads.

Report of Fleet SBurgeon Wood, U, 8. Navy, trausmitting list of killed and wounded.

- U. 8. 8. MINNESOTA, March 12, 1862.

Sir: 1 have the honor to enclose  list of the killed and wounded, so
far as any returns have been made, in the action of this squadron with
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that of the eneiny on the 8th and 9th instant. Most of the wounded
of the Congress and Qumberland are now in the army hospitals at New-
port News and Fortress Monroe.

Yery respecttfully, your obedient servant,

. WM., MAXWELL Woob,
Fleet Surgeon,

Flag-Officer L.ours M. GOLDSBOROUGH,

Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

[Encloaure.]

List of Lkilled and wounded during the engagement on the 8th and 9th of March, 1862,
off Newport News.

On board U, 8. 8. Minnesota : ,

1. Alexander Winslow, captain main top, killed.
2. Henry Smith, coxswain, killed.

3. Dennis Harrington, captain mizzen top, killed.
4, John Gunn, quartermaster, wounded.

5. Henry Leeland, quarter gunner, wounded.

6. Oharles Dunlap, ordinary seaman, wonnded,
7. Samuel W, Hiller, ordinary seaman, wounded.
8. Christopher Sewell, coal heaver, wounded.

9, Charles Thompson, seaman, wounded.

10. Joseph Augustus, musician, contused.

11. Samuel W. Thomas, musician, wounded.

12, Beth Bennett, musician, wounded.

13. Atwell Kean, landsman, wounded.

14, John Clark, seaman, injured in groin,

15. Patrick Joyce, ordinary seaman, contused.

16, Julius Bartlett, quartermaster, wounded.

17, Ansel Richchurch, seaman, contused,

18. Joyce Moore (colored), landsman, wounded.
19, Eli Parris (colored), landsman, wounded.

Total killed, 3; wounded, 16.

On board U. 8. 8. Whitehall :
1. Andrew Nesbitt, third assistant engineer, killed.
2. Oharles O’Connor, boy, killed.
3. Robert Waugh, seaman, killed.

On hoard U, 8. 8. Dragon:
1. [Jos.] McDonald, wounded.
2. |Charles J.] Frieze, wounded.
3. Name not ascertained, wounded.

On hoard U, S. S. Roanoke :
1. John MecDonough, third, ordinary seaman, contused wound of
scalp; serious. From U, 8. 8. Congress.
2. Robert Rogers, ordinary seaman, lacerated wound of wrist; not
serious. From U. S, 8, Cumberland.
5. T, Wade, first-class boy, lacerated wound of neck; not serious.
4. John Stockwell, boatswain’s mate, dislocation of shoulder joint.

. 8. 8. Cumberland :
1. - Butt, burns and contusion of head and face.
2. John Grady, seaman, lacerated wound of right arm; burns of
face, ;
3. John McGunn, ordinary seaman, slight wound right side of head.
4. John Bates, ordinary seaman, slight wound of left arm and
buttock.
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6. John Devine, carpenter’s mate, wound of' left heel.

6. Edward Cobb, signal quartermaster, slight wound of head, throat,

v and abdomen.

7. John Gardner, quartermaster, contusion of right thigh,

8. Alex. Mc¢Fadden, marine, lacerated wound of left arm.

9. Jo&n B] Oavanaugh, ordinary seaman, slight wound over left
10, John Burt, ordinary seaman, contusion and abrasion of back.
11. Jos, Russell, quartermaster, exhaustion; a long timein the water.
12. Tochlin Livingston, ordinary seamun, intermitient.

13. James Benson, ordinary seaman, rheumatisim,
14, Mr. Stuyvesant, master, slight penetrating wound, lett forearm,
from splinter,

TOTAL.
Killed, {l Wounded.
MINNesota . ...veennniaeinennnnns — ........................................... 4 14
Whitehall ......... H 16
Dragon....... ... 3
Roanoke............... e et e et ieaee et ettt titatet e teaaeaataan avaaes L

CONEZIOBE .1 cvtnoiiiriiaceansasesoconrataanasesessesesanoransssnnssnsesnaconns ) 1

* T'wo now on Roanoke; 14 in Fort Monros and Camp Butler.

Very respectfully,

WM. MAXWELL Woob,
- Fleet Surgeon

Additional report of Fleet Surgeon Wood, U. 8. Navy, transmittiné list of killed and wounded.

U. 8. 8. MINNESOTA,
. Hampton Roads, March 14, 1862,
Sir: Since the report I had the honor to forward yesterday, I have
received from Baltimore the enclosed list of wounded on bowrd the
U. 8. 8|hip] Congress,
ery respectfully, your obedient servant,
- Wnm. MAXWELL Woob,
- -~ Fleet Surycon.
Flag-Ofticer Louis. M. GoLpsBoroUGH, U, 8. Navy,
Oommanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

{ Enclosure. |

List of wounded on board the U. S. frigate Congress during the action on the Sth {nstant,

1. Surgeon Edward Shippen, concussion.

2. Mr, Rhodes, pilot, badly burned; died on the 9th,

3. Spencer Kish, ordinary seaman, slight wound in foot.

4, William Bangs, ordinary seaman, slight wound on face, hand,
and legs.. -

5. Oharles Trask, seawnan, slight burn on the head and face.

6. Harry Millenbrock, ordinary seaman, slight burn on the arm,

7. Emanuel Denoviel, ordinary seaman, badly burned on face and
hands,

8. Charles Wilson, seaman, slightly wounded.

N W R—VOL 7—2
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9, Willisn McAbee, boatswain’s mate, badly burned on face and
hands,
10, John Cahill, seaman, slightly wounded.
11, John Barritts, fractured thigh.
12, Edwin G, Pepper, wound on the sealp, face, and hands.
. Jesse H. Jewell, marine, badly burned on face, hands, arms, and
legs.
14, Lawrence Furlong, slightly burned on face.
15. John MeClusky, amputation of thigh, -
16. Alexander Johuson, severe wound, right thigh.
17. John Brislin, amputation of thigh; died since.
18, George Webster, seaman, amputation of arm; severe wound of -
thorax. . ‘ .
19. Thomas Serrin, amputation of arm and serious injuries ot body.
20. Charles Tyman, corporal, amputation at hip joint; died since,

21, [Leroy], ship’s quartermaster, amputation of leg; died
since. ’

22, James Goulding, Ninety-ninth [New York] Regiment, wound of
scalp.,

23. Patrick Clancey, marine, wound on neck and leg.

24, Stephen Brinnen, Ninety-ninth [New York| Regiment, fractured
]ego ’

25, Samuel Furlong, Ninety-ninth [New York] Regiment, burns on
head and face.

26, William Chapman, seaman, burns on face and hands.

27, James McIaden, seaman, bruised on right shoulder and lett leg.

28. George 8. Dean, ordinary seaman, wound on-face, shoulder, and
leg. - :

29. David Ferguson, seaman, thigh bruised.

30. Thomas Gannon, ordinary seaman, punctured wound.

-

Report of Captain Purviance, U. 8. Navy, commanding U, 8. frigate 8t. Lawrence.

U. 8. FRIGATE ST, LAWRENCE,
Hampton Roads, March 10, 1862.

SIR: I have the honor to report the arrival of this ship on the 6th
instant in Lynn Haven Bay, from New York,

After anchoring, a strong gale from the northwest commenced, and
continued through the night and the following day.
~On Saturday the wind abated, and while waiting for wind and tide,

the U. 8. gunboat Cambridge came alougside and reported that the
rebel steam ram Merrimack and some side-wheel steamers were engag-
ing the frigates Congress and Cumberlund at Newport News,

At half past 2 we got underway in tow of the Camdridge and, when
abreast of the rebel battery at Sewell’s Point, the battery opened fire,
one of the shells exploding under the forefoot of the St. Lawrence, doing,
however, no material injury. The fire was returned, and, it is believed,
with some eftect. ,

The Qumberland had at this time gone down, having been run into
by the-Merrimack, and the Uongress had surrendered, after a terrible
slaughter of her men and when rendered perfectly powerless by the
fire of the rebels. A

The Minncsota was aground and was engaging the enemy, whose
force consisted of the rebel steamn ram and four or five side-wheel gun-
boats, When near the Minnesota the St. Lawrence grounded, and at
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that time opened fire, but her shot did no execution; tlié armor of the
Merrimack proved invulnerable to her comparatlvely feeble projectiles.

Taking advantage of these portentops clr(,ulnsmnces, the Merrimack
directed her attention to firing several projectiles of formidable dimen-
sions, one of which, an 80-pound shell, penetrated the starboard quarter
about 4 inches .1b0ve the water line, passed through the pantry ot the
wardroom and into the stateroom of the assistant surgeon on the port
side, completely demolishing the bulkhead, and there struck against a
strong iron bar, which secured the bull’s-eye of the port; it returned
into the wardroom expended. It fortunately did not explode, and no
person was injured., The damages done by this one shot proved the
power of the projectiles which she employed, and readily explained the
quick destruction of our wooden and Mlthuated mgates.

Our position at this time was one of some anxiety., Being aground,
the tug Young America came alongside and got us off, after which a
powerful broadside from the spar and gun decks of the St. Lawrence,
then distant about half a mile, thrown into the Merrimack induced her
to withdraw, whether from necessity or diseretion, is not known; cer-
tainly no serious damage could have been done, After which we pro-
ceeded slowly to the anchorage, which we reached about —— p. m.

The Merrimack again appeared the following morning and sustained
for several hours the consolidated fire of the Minnesota and Monitor,
abandoning the conflict finally, but apparently unharmed.

The Minnesota remained agrouud during the night, was supplied
with additional ammunition, and in the morning, when attacked by the
Merrimack, fought her guns with an energy, skill, and indomitable per-
severance worthy of the noble and patriotic cause which she was
defending. Unable to move,she was forced to present her feeble broad-
side to the enemy, who remained at long range, offering the smallest
surface to her antagonist., The Monitor, whose perforinances more than
equaled the highest expectations, contributed most.powerfully to the
withdrawal of the Merrimack, and her earlier arrival would have pre-
vented the unfortunate loss ot our two defenseless frigates,

All the officers and crew zealously and efficiently performed their
duties.

Very respecttully, your obedient servant,
, H. Y. PURVIANCE,
Hon..GIDEON W ELLES, Captain.
Seeretary Navy. '

Abstract log of the U. 8. ship 8t, Lawrence.

March 8, 1862.—[Hampton Road s]} At 1 p. m, steamers Roanoke and
Minnesote stood toward Newport News, At 1:30 discovered rebel
steamers, At 2, U, S, 8, Cambridge came out and informed us that the
rebels were engaglng the U, 8. ships Cwmberland and Cong gress. At
2:30 called “All hands up anchor;” hove up anchor, were taken in tow
by the U, S. gunboat Cambridge, and stood up theroads for the enemy,
At 5:25, passing Sewell’s Point, the batteries opened on us, firing some
half dozen shot and shell, one of which passed over our quarter.deck
forward the mizzenmast and just clearing the bows of the Wha]eboat,,
another carrying away the starboard quarter block on foreyard. This
fire was instantly returned by the long 32- pounders of the first division
and the 8-inch 63 cwt. shell guns of the second division port, some fall-
ing short and others apparently landing in or near the battery. Pro-
ceeded up the channel; discovered the Minnesota to be aground; about
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5: 50 took the bottom ourselves; found under-our starboard quarter 34
fathoms water. The tug Young America came to our assistance; making
her fast to our starboard quarter she, after a time, succeeded in back-
ing us off. Finding it impossible.to go any higher up, and the tide
being rapid ebb, we stood toward Fortress Monroe. Discovered the
rebel ram Merrimack, with two steamers, in chase of us, no doubt
intending to head us off if possible, abreast of Sewell’s Point. About
7 the Merrimack opened fire on us at about-900 yards’ distance, which
was immediately answered with our starboard broadside, and there was
rapid firing for a few minutes, when the order was given to cease firing.
One shell (rifled) from the Merrimack passed through our starboard
quarter about 8 inches above water line, carrying one frame entirely,
and the half of another, away, entering the wardroom pantry, smash-
ing barrels and boxes of stores, cutting through bulkhead, combing,
and striking the deck a little abaft the magazine hatch, it ricochetted,
passing into the after room on the port side, bending the iron brace,
and, breaking the handle of the air-port plunger, it rebounded on ward-
room deck without exploding. The tug Young America having fouled
her propeller, cut our towline. Sent a hawser to the Uambridge, which
towed us down abreast of the fort; c¢ame to with starboard anchor, hav-
ing fired at Sewell’s Point and the Merrimack some 80 odd shot and
shell. From meridian to 8 p. m.: Fired 12 shot and shell in return to
Sewell’s Point, all falling short, distance being too great. Fired T4
shot and shell in return to Merrimack’s fire; being dark, could not see
the effect. : o ’
March 9.—At 12:30 a, m, magazine of the U. S. frigate Congress
exploded. Crew at general quarters during the night. At day-light
discovered rebel steamers off Sewell’s Point getting up steam. Irom
8 to meridian: Rebel vessels engaging the Minnesota and battery Moni-

“tor at the mouth of James River. From meridian to 3 p. m.: Vessels..

still fighting at mouth of James River. At 2:10 p. m. rebel steamers
hauled oft; many of the tugs in the river go up to assist the Minnesota
in getting off. The Brandywine was towed out of the harbor and up the
bay by one of the gunboats. All the schooners, ete., dropped down
near the light-boat. From 3 to 6: All batteries ready for action.

Report of Commander Radford. U. 8. Navy, transmitting reports relative to the sinking of the
U. 8. ship Cumberland.

FORrRTRESS MONROE, VA., March 10, 1862,

Sir: It is my painful duty to have to report the loss of the U. S.
sNhip ()cgnberland, under my command, on the 8th instant at Newport

ews, Va. ,

I was on board the U. 8. steam frigate Roanoke, by order of the hon-
orable Secretary of the Navy, as member of a court of enquiry, when
the Merrimack came out from Norfolk. I immediately procured a horse
and proceeded with all dispatch to Newport News, where I arrived only
in time to see the Cumberland sunk by being run-into by the rebel iron-
clad steamer Merrimack. Though I could not reach the Cumberland
before the action was over, I have the satisfaction of reporting that
she was fought as long as her guns were above water. Everyone on
board must have done their duty nobly.

1 send with this the report of Lieutenant George U. Morris of the
action, he being, in my absence, the commanding officer, and also the
surgeon’s report of the wounded saved. The loss was very large in
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killed, wounded, and drowned, though the number can not be ascer-
tained. Enough is known, however, to make the loss over one hundred.
I send also a list of the men known to have been saved, but have no
accurate means of giving the names of those lost or kllled as no officer
or man brought anything on shore save what he stood in, consequently
I have no muster roll of the crew.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
WM. RADFORD,
: Commander.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy.

[Enoclosures. )

NewporT NEWS, March 9, 1862.

SIR: Yesterday morning at 9 a. m, discovered two steamers at anchor
off Smithfield Point; on the left hand or western side of the river, dis-
tant about 12 miles. At 12 m. discovered three vessels under steam,
standing down the Elizabeth River toward Sewell’s Point. Beat to
quarters, double breeched the guus on the main deck, and cleared ship
for action,

At 1 p. m, the enemy hove in sxght gradually nearing us; the iron-
clad steamer Merrimack, accompanied by two steam gunboats, passed
ahead of the frigate O’ongress and stood down toward us. We opened
fire on her; she stood on and struck us under the starboard fore chan-
nels; -she delivered her fire at the same time; the destruction was great.
We returned the fire with solid shot with alacrity.

At 3:30 [p. m.] the water had gained upon.us, notwithstanding the
pumps were kept actively employed, to a degree that the forward mag-
azine being drowned we had to ta.ke powder from the after maga/me
for the X-inch gun. At 3: dﬁJp m.] the water had risen to the main
hatchway, and the ship canted to port, and we delivered a parting fire,
each man trying to save himself bygumpmg overboard. Timely notice
was given, and all the wounded who could walk were ordered out of the
cockpit, but those of the wounded who had been carried into the sick
bay and on the berth deck were so mangled that it was impossible to
save them, 1t is impossible for me to individualize; alike officers and
men all behaved in the most gallant manner. Lieutenant Selfridge
and Master Stuyvesant were in command of the gun deck divisions,
and they did all that noble and gallant officers could do. Acting Mas-
ters Randall and Kennison, who had charge each of a pivot gun, showed
the most perfect coolness and did all they could to save our noi)le ahlp,
but I am sorry to say without avail. Among the last to leave the slip
was Surgeon Martin and Assistant Surgeon Kershner, who did all they
could for the wounded, promptly and faithfully. The warrant and
steerage officers could not have been more prompt and active than they
were at their different stations. The loss we sustained, I can not yet
inform you, but it has been very great. Chaplain Lenhart is missing.
Muaster’s Mate John Harrington was killed. 1 should Jjudge that we
have lost upward of one hundred men. I can only say in conclusion
that all did their duty and we sunk with the American flag at the peak.

I am, sir, very respectfully, etc., your obedient servant,
Gxo. U, MORRIS,
Tdeutenant and FExecutive Officer.

" Commander WILLIAM RADFORD,
Commanding U, 8. Ship Qumberland,
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List of the officcrs sared from the U. S. ship Cumberland,

William Radford commander,
George U, Morris, lieutenant.
Thomas O, Svltrlégo, lientenant,

M. 8, 8tuyvesant, master.

William P, Randally acting master,
Willinm W, Kennison, acting master,
Charles Heywood, lieutenant marines.
Lewis Snufh, pllot

Charles Martin, surgeon. -

Edward Kershuer, assistant surgeon.
Edward B. Bell, boats“ ain.

Eugene Mack, gmmel

William M, L:ughton, carpenter.
David Bruce, sail maker.

Henry Wyman, master’s mate.

E. V. Tyson, master's mate.

Charles O’Neil, master's mate,

Hugh Nott, puyma‘stm s clerk.

Drowned, John I.. Lenhurt, chaplain; killed, Johm M. Harrington, master's mate,

Officers nnd men when action commenced. . ..o i iir e 376
Officers and men when action Was OVer ... ... im it i eeiee e 255
Killed and dvowned . .o oo e e e e e 121

This is a large number, and T am in hopes more men will be found.
W, RADFORD,
Comimander.,

Report of Lieutenant Morris, U. 8, Navy, commending for gallantry Lieutsnant Heywood.
U. 8. Marine Corps,

WASHINGTON, D. C., April 12, 1862, _
Str: Owing to the hurried manner in which my official report to
Captain Radtford was made, I omitted to mention to you the gallant
conduct of Lieutenant Charles Heywood, U. 8, Marine Corps, whose
bravery upon the occasion of the fight with the Merrimack won my
highest applause. May I respectfully ask that this be appended to my
tormer report.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Gro. U, MORRIS,
Licutenant, U, S. Navy.
Hon. GibEoN WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy. =

Roport of Acting Master Kenmson, V. 8, Navy, regarding his service on board tho U. 8. ship
Cumberland, -
47 CHESTER SQUARE,
Boston, March 18, 1862.

Sir: I most respectfully solicit a commimion -as lientenant in the
Regular Navy of the United States,

During the terrible action of the 9th [8th], off Newport News, the
forward 10-inch pivot gun of the Cumberlund, as all around say, even
the rebels, that the gun was well worked and handled, and there was
no sign of flinching; even at the instant of collision a shot was fired
which the rebels themselves say did great execution on board of the
Merrimack, After she had struck us, I did not_stop to look at her, but
superintended the loading, to give her a few more of the same sort
Even after the deck was burst up with a shell, near the abeam pivot
hole, T worked the forward hole until the order was given to take to
the hoats. At this time the port forecastle deck was under water, and
with a last shot at the enemy I left my quarters to look out for a chance
to save myself. 1 had got between the fore and main rigging when the
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ship went down, whence I was taken by a tug. 7That day I had three
escapes—from shot and shell, from drowning, and from steam. It has
been my constant aim since I have been in the service to get ahead, and
think that the reports will show that the captain and officers of the
Cumberland and Congress will certify that I performed all my duties in
a proper manner, I was formerly a shipmaster, as certificates and rec-
ommendations now at the Department will show.,

I think that my services on that day entitle me to a commission as
lieutenant in the Regular Navy, .

Praying that you may grant my request, I have the honor to remain,
very respectfully, your obedient servant,

WM. W. KENNISON,
Acting Master, U, S. Ship Cumberland.
Hon., GIpEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, 1. C.

Report of Lieutenant Pendergrast, U, 8. Navy, executive officer of the U, 8. ship Congress.

ForTrRESS MONROR, VA., March 9, 1862,

S1rR: Owing to the death of my late commanding ofticer, Lieutenant
Joseph B, Smith, it is my painful duty to make a report to you of the
part which the U, S. frigate Congress took in the efforts ot our vessels
at Newport News to repel the attack of the rebel flotilla on the 8th
instant. The following are the minutes, as near as I can inform you:

At 12:40 p. m, the Merrimack with three small gunboats were seen
steaming down from Norfolk. When they had turned into the James
River channel and had approached near enough to discover their char-
acters we cleared the ship for action.

At 2:10 p. m, the Merrimack opened with her bow gun with grape,
passing us on the starboard side at a distance of about 300 yards,
receiving our broadside and giving one in return. After passing the
_the Congress she ran into and sunk the U, S. sloop of war Qumberland.

The smaller vessels then attacked us, killing and wounding many of
our-crew. Seeing the fate of the Cumberland, we set the jib and top-
sails, and, with the assistance of the tugboat Zouave, ran the vessel
ashore.

At 3: 30 the Merrimack took a position astern of us, at a distance of
about 150 yards, and raked us fore and aft with shells, while one of the
smaller steamers kept up a fire on our starboard quarter.

In the meantime, the Patrick Ienry and Thomas Jefferson [James-
town); rebel steamers, approached us. from up the James River, firing
with precision and doing us great damage,

Our two stern guns were now our only means of defense. These
were soon disabled, one being dismounted and the other having its
muzzle knocked away. The men were swept away from them with great
rapidity and slaughter by the terrible fire of the enemy.

At about 4:30 I learned of the death of Lieutenant Smith, which
Thappened about ten minutes previous., Seeing that our men were being
killed without the prospect of any relief from the Minnesota, which ves-
sel had run ashore in attempting to get up to us from Hampton Roads,
not being able to bring a single gun to bear upon the enemy, and the
ship being on fire in several places, upon consultation with Commander
William Smith, we deemed it proper to haul down our colors without
any further loss of life on our part.
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We were soon boarded by an officer from the Merrimack, who said
that he would take charge of the ship. Heleft shortly afterwards, and
a small tug came alongside, whose captain demanded that we should
surrender and get out of the ship, as he intended to burn her immedi-
ately.f

—A sharp fire with muskets and artillery was maintained from onr
troops ashore upon the tug, having the eftect of driving her off. The
Merrimack again opened on us, although woe had a white flag at the
peak to show that we were out of action, After having fired several
shells into us she left us and engaged the Minnesota and the shore bat.
teries.  Wetook the opportunity to man the boats and send the wounded
ashore. W then ourselvesleft, the ship being on fire near the after
magazine and in the sick’ bay. In fact, the ship was on fire from the
commencement to the end of the aotmn, three times in the sick bay
and wardroom and twice in the mam hold, produced by hot shot thrown

from the Merrimack. )

I lament to record the deaths of the following officers: Lieutenant
Joseph B, Smith, Acting Master Thomas Moore, and Pilot William
Rhodes, wounded (since dead).

In conclusion, I beg leave to say that the officers, seainen, and marines
performed their whole duty well and courageously.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
AUSTIN PENDERGRAST,
Lieutenant, U. 8. Navy. -
¢ 11)1mn JOHN MARSTON, o
Senior Officer.

1 wnll gsend in a list of the casualties and. missing as soon as I can.

ascertain them,
Very respectfully,

AUSTIN PENDERGRAST,
Lieutenant, U. S. Navy.

Report of Lieutenant Pendergrast, U. 8, Navy, regarding the casualties on the U, 8, ship Con-
gress.
THILADELPHIA, PA., March 19, 1862,
Sir: I very respectfully submit the followin g report as to the casual-
ties which occurred on board the U. S. frigate Congress in the action of
the 8th instant at Newport News: :

Total number of officers and men on HoOATA ... veeennvenenn e ieiceaanan.. 434
Total-number of officers and men on hoard accounted for .. ... .. ... .. ..., 298
Total number of killed, wbunded, and missing. ... il 136
Total number of wounded tuk(m OMBhOTB. .o el 20
Total number killed and MBAINE oo i 110
Total number of wounded (s8ineo dead)..ooo. oo it iiei i eeirennnt 10
Total number of killud, missing, and diedonshore _... ... ... Lol 120

I regret exceedingly to record the death of Master’'s Mate eter J.
Hargous, He was a good, brave, and promising young officer, and is
universally regrettod

I have the nonor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
AUSTIN PENDERGRAST,
TLieutenant, U. 8. N(my
Hon, GIDEON WELLES,
Seceretary of the Nm'z/, Washington City, D. C.
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Report * of Lioutenant Greene, U. 8, Navy, exocutive officer of the U. 8. 8. Monitor.

U. 8, IRONCLAD STEAMER MONITOR,
Hampton Roads, March 19, 1862,

SIr: Lientenant Commanding John L, Worden having been disdbled
in the action of the 9th instant between this vessel and the rebel iron-
clad frigate Merrimack, I submit to you the following report: N
. Wae arrived at Hampton Roads at 9 p. m. on the 8th instant and

immediately received orders from Captain Marston to proceed to New-
port News and protect the Minncsota from the attack of the Merrimack,
Acting Master Howard came on board and volunteered to act as pilot.
11W38 left Hampton Roads at 10 p. m. and reached the Minnesota at

toU pP. M,

The Minnesota being aground, Oaptain Warden sent me on board of
her to enquire if we could remfer her any assistance, and to state to
Captain Van Brunt that we should do all in our power to protect her
fronr the attack of the Merrimack.

I thenreturned to this vessel and at 1 a.m, on the 9th instant anchored
near the Minnesota. At 4 a, m., supposing the Minnesota to he atloat
and coming down upon us, got underway and stood out of the channel.
Finding that we were mistaken, anchored at 5:30 a. m, At 8 a.m,
perceived the Merrimack underway and standing toward the Minne-
sota. Hove up the ancher and went to quarters. At 8:45 a. m, we
opened fire upon the Merrimack and continued the action until 11:30
a., m,, when Captain Worden was injured in the eyes by the explosion
of a shell from the Merrimack upon the outside of the eyehole in the
pilos-house, exactly opposite his eye. Captain Worden then sent for
me and told me to take charge of the vessel. We continued the action
until 12: 15 p. m., when the Merrimack retreated to Sewell's Point and
we went to the Minnesota and remained by her until she was afloat.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
S. D. GREENE,
: Ideutenant and Ordnance Officer.

Hon, GInEON WELLES,

" Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D). C.

. Report of Acting Assistant Surgeon Logno,ogi. 8. Navy, of casuaitios on board ‘the U. 8. 8,
‘ . Monitor.

U. 8. 8. MONITOR,
Off Fortress Monroe, March 11, 1862,

Sir: I have the honor to report to your Department the casualties
that occurred on board this vessel during her action with the rebel
steamer Merrimack on Sunday, Mareh 9.

The engagement began at 8:30 a. m,, but no injury was experienced
by either officers or crew until 10 o’clock.

At this hour precisely Mr. Stodder, first master (volunteer), was dis-
abled by concussion of the brain while engaged on the lookout in the
turret. Insensibility remained for about ten minutes, but the reaction
following did not run high enough to require active treatment. Mv.
Stodder’s injury resulted from his knee coming in contact with the tarret
at the instant a heavy shot from the Merrimack struek it. About ten
minutes later Peter Trescott, seaman, was sent down from the turret,

- *Lientonant Worden having been wounded, made no report of this engngement
until 1868. This report 114 on file ju the Navy Department,—COMPILERS,
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suffering also from concussion of the brain, This injury did not result
in total insensibility, but the circulation remaining depressed for some
time, I administered stimulants in small quantities, watching carefully
for redction, and when it was established controlled it successfully by
" cold effusion to the head. ,

_ These were the only accidents that occarred until a percussion shell
~ near the close of the action exploded against the lookout chink of the
pilot house and resulted in severe injury of the eyes of Lien{enant
Commanding John L. Worden, who was stationed there during the
engagement. I made an examination and succeeded in removing from
the corneal conjunctiva some minute scales of iron and a small quantity
of paint forced by the exploding shell from the bars composing the pilot
house. He also, in a small degree, suffered from concussion, but this
complication required no treatment. My further treatment of Captain
Worden consisted entirely in making cold applications to his cyes,
which was continued until, at the solicitations of his friends, Assistant
Secretary of the Navy Fox, and Lieutenant Wise, U. 8. Navy, he was
removed from the Monitor to be taken to Washington. I am pleased
to report that on the morning following the engagement the injured
parties remaining on board were ready and reported for duty.

1 have the honor to be, respectiully, your obedient servant,
DANIEL U, LOGUR,
Acting Assistant Surgeon, Steamer Monitor.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary, U. S. Navy.

-

Letter from Chief Engineer Stimers, U. 8. Navy, to Captain John Ericsson, giving an account
of the engagement.

IRONOLAD MONITOR,
Hampton Roads, March 9, 1862,

My DrAR Sir: After a stormy passage, which proved us to be the
finest seaboat I was ever in, we fought the Merrimack for more than
three hwurs this forenoon and sent her back to Norfolk in a sinking
condition, Ironclad against ironclad. 'We maneuvered about the bay
here and went at each other with mutual fierceness, I consider that
both ships were well fought. We were struck 22 times—pilot house
twice, turret 9 times, side armor 8 times, deck 3 times. The ounly vul-
nerable point was the pilot house. One of your great logs (9 by 12
inches thick) is broken in two. The shot struck just outside of where
the captain had his eye, and it has disabled him by destroying his left
eye and temporarily blinding the other. The log is not quite in two,
but is broken and pressed inward 13 inches., She tried to run us down
and sink us, as she did the Cumberland yesterday, but she got the
worst of it. Her bow passed over our deck and our sharp upper edged
side cut through the light iron shoe upon her stem and well into her
oak. She will not try that again. She gave us a tremendous thump,
but did net injure us in the least. We.are just able to find the point of
contact. N

The turret is a splendid structure. I do not think much of the shield,
but the pendulums are fine things, though I can not tell you how they
would stand the shot, as they were not hit. ,

You are very correct in your estimate of the effect of shot upon the
man on the inside of the turret when it was struck near him. Three
men were knocked down, of whom I was one; the other two had to be
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carried below, but I was not disabled at all and the others recovered
before the battle was over. Captain Worden stationed himself at the-
pilot house, Greene fired the guns, and I turned the turret until the cap-
tain was disabled and was relieved by Greene, when I managed the
turret myself, Master Stodder having been one of the two stunned men.
Captain Iuricsson I congratulate you upon your great success.
Thousands have this day blessed you. I have heard whole crews cheer
you. Every man feels that you have saved this place to the nation by
furnishing us with the means to whip an ironclad frigate that was, until
our arrival, having it all her own way with our most powerful vessels.
I am, with much esteem, very truly, yours,
ALBAN O, STIMERS,
Ohwf E ngmem*
Captain J, ERIOSSON,
No. 95 Frtmklm Street New York.

Letter from Chief Engineer S8timers, U. 8. Navy, to Commodore 8mith, U, 8. Navy, regarding the
performance of tho U. 8. 8. Monitor,

Private.) IRONOLAD MONITOR,
Hampton Roads, Virginia, March 17, 1862.

My DEAR Sir: The fact that our movements have been so fully
described by so many people and so fully published, has caused me to
rather neglect writing many letters which I ought to have attended to,
chief among which are the letters I ought to have written you,

Permit me first, my dear sir, to offer my respectful sympathy for the
loss of your gallant son. I knew him well; indeed, we were shipmates
in that same Merrimack when she sailed under :m honorable flag—Dby
people who did not steal her.

'We were not well prepared by calking for a ga]e of wind when we left
New York, and moreover, our wind pipes were not high enough, I
wanted Oaptam Eriesson to make them tho same height as the turret,
which would have prevented nearly all our difficulties, but he thought
them ]ngh enongh to prevent any mischief, and urged the inconvenience
of stowing higher ones when we should go mto battle. Aside from these
defects, I consider the form and strength of the vessel equal to any
weather I ever saw at sea. It flows right across her deck; it looks to
the sailor as if his ship was altogether under water, and it is only the
man who has studied the philosophical laws which govern floatation and
stability who feels exactly comfortable in her during a gale of wind.

The effects.of the shot upon the vessel prove to my mind in the
strongest language that laminated rolled plates are far superior to
solid forged plates. The pilot house had a beam 9 inches thick by 12
inches depth, struck at an angle of 30 degrees by a 68-pound rifle shell,
and it indented into the iron three-fourths of an inch and broke the
beam. The turret, which is not so thick by 1 inch, was struck by a
similar missile and at an equally short range gabout 30 yards) at an
angle of 90 degrees indented into the iron 2} inches (three times as far)
but did not erackle the iron in the least. The indentation is carried
all the way through in every caso (7 in number) in which the turret was
struck, Snd it is for this reason that laminated plates are bétter than
the soli

We fired nothing but solid cast-iron shot, and whenever we were
divectly abeam of her [Merrimack| and hit her, our shot went right
through her. Her sides are at an ungle of 450 degrees.
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1 am now building around the pilot house solid oak, covered with 3
inches thickness of wrought iron in three tlncknesses, at an angle
of 30 degrees with the horizon. Over this we will smear tallow which
has been blackened by mixing it with black lead. I consider that when
this is done it will thoroughly protect the eye of the observer within,
as it will carry the shot too high to permit the fragments to come
~ through. '

The bronze shot which Captain I)ah]gren has sent us [ conslder as
superior for our purposes to the ‘wrought iron. Their weight (160
pounds) is in their favor, so far as the gun is concerned, over even the
caat-iron shot, and from the experiménts tried they will have a superior
penetration, ’Our difficulty, however, was not the want of penetration
of the cast-icon shot—as we now have proof—but their want of homo-
geneity caused them to go almost anywhere except where the gun was
aimed. The bronze cast over the hollow 9-inch shot must give a very
well-balanced missile, and remove the only difficulty we had.

With much esteem and respect, I am, very truly, yours,
ALBAN O. STIMERS.
Commodore JOSEPH SMITH, U, S, Navy,
Ohwj of the Bureau of Yar ds and Docks,
Navy Department, Washington, D. O.

13

Letier from Flag-Officer Goldsborough, U. 8. Navy, to Lieuteaant Jeffers, U. 8. Navy, requesiing
information regarding ammunition oxpended by the U. 8. 8. Monitor,

U. S. FLAGsH1r MINNESOTA,
Hampton Roads, March 16, 1862,

S1r: The Chief of Burean of Ordnance, ete., has expressed o desire
to know, if possible, how much ammunition was expended by the Monitor
in her lnte engagement, espeeially solid shot, and whether this shot was
wrought or cast. He also wishes to be made aware of the results of an
examination of your bores and vents, and to have taken an impression
of the interior oritice of the latter,

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
L. M. GOLDSBOROUGH,
Flag-Officer.
Lieutenaut Commanding WM, N. JEFFERS,
- U. 8. Cased Battm y Monitor.

Report of Lieutenant Jeffers, U. 8. Navy, rogarding ammunition expended by the U. 8. 1.
o Mont .

U. 8, CASED BATTERY MONITOR,
Hampton Roads, March 16, 1862,

Sir: In answer to your enqmry I have to report that the Monitor
expended forty-one solid cast-iron shot in her engagement with the
Merrimack, equally divided between guns 27 and 28,

On mspevtion of the bore with & mirror no trace of injury can be
observed. I have no means of examining the vent by taking an
m\Pression.

Jnless absolutely neoessary T'shall fire no more cast-iron solid shot,
as I am satistied that shells are not more liable to fracture. The bronze
coated shot 1 shall reserve for especinl oceasion. 'The wrought-iron
shot 1 shall send on shore to remove the temptation to fire them. [ am
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satisfied that the Merrimack can not seriously injure the Momtor, but
an explosion of a gun might destroy the turret.
1 have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
WM. N, JEFFI:.RS,
Lieutenant, Commanding.
Ilag-Ofticer L., M. GOLDSBOROUGH
Commanding North Atlantw Blockading Squadron.

Report of Commander Glisson, U. 8. Navy, commanding U. 8, 8, Mount Vernon.

U. 8. 8. MouNT VERNON,
Baltimore, Md., March 17, 1862.

SIR: This vessel having been one of those in Hampton Roads on the
8th and 9th instant, I feel it to be my duty to report to you the part we
took on those days. _

We were lying alongside ot the coal ship Phelps (,oa,lmg ship, w1th no
fires lighted and part of the machinery apart and on shore for repairs,
when at 12:40 we observed the rebel vessels coming down the Elizabeth
River. I immediately hoisted signal No. 551 to the squadron, and at
12:5b,the signal not being answered, fired a shotted gun in the direction
of the enemy to call attention to it. At 1:10 the U. S. frigate Roanoke
made signal No. 1218. Being unable to move for the reasons above
stated, 1 dispatched an officer to ask the senior officer to allow me a tug
to tow me into action. This he could not do, as he needed the services
of the only tugs at his disposal for the U. 8. frigates Minnesota and
Roanoke. I then sent to the United States quartermaster to endeavor
to borrow an army tug for the purpose, but without success. : ‘

I used every exertion in getting my. machinery off from shore, and
succeeded by dayhght on the 9th in having the vessel under steam and
ready for any service that might be needed. I was subsequently
ordered to tow the U. S, storeship Brandywine to Baltimore and finish
my repairs,

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
' O. 8. GLI88ON,
; Commander, U. 8. Navy.
Flag-Officer L, M. GOLDSBOROUGH, :
‘ Commanding the Atlantic Blockading-Squadron,

Abstract log of the U, 8. 8. Mount Vernon.

March 8,1862.—At12: 40 p, m. observed the rebel ironclad steam frig-
ate Merrimack coming down the Elizabeth River. At 12:55 fired a shot
in the direction of the enemy to attract the attention of the senior officer
to our signal. Sent a boat to ask the senior officer to send us a tug to
tow us into action, our machinery being apart and our fires not lighted.
At 1:30 observed the U. 8. frigates Minnesota and Roanoke weigh their
anchors and proceed in the direction of the enemy in tow of steam tugs,
Our boat returned with the information that the senior officer needed
the only tugs at his disposal for the above-named frigates. Endeavored
to procure a tug from the quartermaster’s department without success.
At 2:15 the action commenced between the U. 8. frigates Congress and
Oumberland and the battery at Newport News and the enemy, consisting
of the Merrimack, Yorktown, Jamestown, and three smaller steamers.
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At 2:20 shots were exchanged between the rebel batteries at Sewell’s
Point and the flagship Minnesota. At 3:20 the Minnesota grounded near
Newport News.,  Heavy firing going on between all the vessels engaged.
At 4 observed the U. S. frigate Congress hoist the white-flag, At 4:30
sent on shore for the machinery of this vessel that was being repaired
there. At 5:15 the U, S, frigate St, Lawrence passed up on her way to
the scene of action in tow of U. 8, 8. Cambridge, the action still continu-
ing. At 0:30 the U. S, frigate Roanoke returned to the roads, also the
U. 8. 8. Mystic. 'The combatants ceased firing for the niglit. At 8:30
discovered the U, 8. frigate Congress to be on fire, The U. 8, S|hip]
St. Lawrence returned to the roads. At 11: 30 the U. S, ironclad bat-
tery Monttor passed up toward Newport News. Received the machinery
from the shore, none of it being repaired. Lighted the fires and com-
menced getting up steam. : : '

March 9.—At 12:30 a. m, observed the U.S.S[hip] Congress blow up.
At daylight observed three rebel steamers coming down toward Sewell’s
Point. Backed the vessel down toward the senior officer’s ship and
fired a shot at the enemy, which fell short. From 8 to meridian: Heavy
firing going on between the Minnesota and ironclad battery Monitor on
one side and the Merrimack, Yorktown, and Jamestown on the other.
At 11:30 proceeded alongside the U. 8. storeship Brandywine to take
her in tow. At meridian proceeded with the Brandywine in tow. At
sunset New oint Comfort distant 6 miles.

Report of Acting Master Watson, U. 8. Navy, regarding casualties on the U. 8, 8, Dragon.

U. 8. 8. DRAGON,
- Hampton Roads, March 9, 1862.

Sir: I have the honor to report, while endeavoring to tow U, 8. 8.
Minnesota off the boftom during the engagement with the Merrimack,
received a shell into the boiler, where it exploded, doing serious damage
to the boiler and completely destroying the inside of the vessel, with
the exception of the magazine; seriously wounding Benjamin S. Hun-
gerford, quartermaster; Charles J. Frieze, seaman; [Jos.] McDonald,
fireman, who were put on board hospital ship.

Also lost all small arms and equipments, spy and marine glasses,
cabin furniture; all my accounts, appointment,clothing, sword,revolver,
and watch; together with sixty days’ rations, which were passed aboard
steamer Whitehall by order from Minnesota.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
T Wn. WATSON,
_ g Acting Master, Commanding.

L. M. GOLDSBOROUGH,

Flay-Officer, Comdg. North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Beport of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Goodwin, U. 8. Navy, commanding fJ 8. bark Amanda.

U. S. BARK AMANDA,
Baltimore, March 10, 1862,

Sir: Your order of 9th instant to proceed to this port was received

12, noon, of that day, and considering it-as a peremptory order admit.
ting of no delay, I immediately hove up my anchor and, in tow of
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steamer Currituck, proceeded on, although a part of my ship’s company
and three officers were doing duty in other parts of the harbor.

My executive officer, Mr. R. J. Hoffner, and Master’s Mate Campbell,
with 11 men, I sent on board steam tug America to assist first the
Roanoke and then the Minnesota (the captain of that tug having refused
%01 l%nd his aid), and preswme he was [they were] at the latter ship when

e t‘b ,

On the.evening of the 8th, hearing the Monitor was expected up the
bay, I pulled down to the inner light-ship, boarded her, and came up in
her, pointing out to Captain Worden the position of your ship. When
he again got underway, no pilot was to be found willing to take her up
to Newport News, or rather to the Minnesota, and 1 detailed from the
Amanda Acting Master Samuel Howard as a pilot for the Monitor,
having perfect confidence in his knowledge of the channél, and without
doubt he was .on board the battery when I left. Hoping I have not
been in error in any of the above actions,

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
T N. GOoODWIN,
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant, U. S. Navy.

[Captain JoEN MARsSTON, U. 8. Navy.]
A [From the Evening Press, March 18, 1862.]

Among the many incidents in connection with the naval engagement
in Hampton Roads, there are two which have come to our notice, which
we deem worthy of praise: ' ,

When the Minnesota was found to be aground and in great danger of
being destroyed by the Merrimack, all the available tugs at Fortress
Monroe were sent to her assistance, At that time the America, a very
powerful steam propeller in the employ of the Government, was lying off
the fort, and was ordered to go to the relief of the Minnesota, The cap-
tain refused to get up steam on the vessel. The provost-marshal imme- -
diately called for volunteers to man the America. The bark Amanda(six
guns), which had arrived a few days before from the blockade off Wil-
mington, was lying at anchor near by, and the first lieutenant and
Master’s Mate George O. Campbell, of Willimantic, Conn., with 13
men, volunteered immediately, went on board the propeller, ordered
the engineer to get up steam, put the captain and crew under a guard
of marines and sent them to the fort, hove up anchor, and went up and
stayed by the Minnesota until she was brought to her anchorage abreast
of the Rip Raps on Monday morning.

The America was under fire during the whole engagemont, and the
officers without sleep or rest from Saturday until Monday, but no lives
were lost, though the vessel was a good deal damaged.

The other fact is this: After the Monitor arrived twenty Baltimore
pilots refused to take her to Newport News, excusing themselves because
they did not know the channel when, at any other time, they would
have jumped at the chance. At this juncture Acting Master Howard,
of the Amanda (before mentioned), offered his services, piloted the
Monitor to where the Minnesota was aground, and was the means of
saving that vessel as well as Newport News probably. We hope such
deeds may not be overlooked.

[Endorsement.}

Respectfully referred to Flag-Officer GGoldsborough. :
[G. V. Fox.|
NAVY DEPARTMENT, March 21, 1862.
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Abstract log of the U, 8, storeship Brandywine.

March 8, 1862.—At1: 30 p. m. the Merrimack hove in sight steering for
Newport News, i company with three tugs. At 2, frigates Roanoke
and Minnesota got underway and proceeded to Newport News. At
2:28 firing commmenced from the Rip Raps, Sewell’s Point, Craney
Island, and Newport News. 4: firing still continues from five rebel
boats and replied to by the Congress, Cumberland, and others on our
side. At 5:30 p. m. the frigate St. Lawrence came in, towed by the
steamer Cuambridge, and proceeded to Newport News to assist our force
there. All hands to quarters, - At 8:30 p. m. saw fires at Newport
News, found to be the frigate Congress burning; continued to burn dur-
ing the wateh. At 11:30 the Ericsson battery [Monitor]| came in and .
proceeded to Newport News, ‘

March 9.—~Commences with calm, clear weather. The Congress still
burning. At12:30 a.m. the Congressblewup. Atb: 30, day breaking,
suw the Minnesota in position. At 6 saw three rebel steamers
approaching, Called all hands to quarters, United States gunboat
hoisted signal, got underway, and fired a gun. At 8 firing commenced
from the Merrimack, which was returned by the Ericsson battery [ Mon-
ilor] and Minnesota. It has been reported here that the U. S. ship
Cumberland has been sunk by the Merrimack. All hands still at quar-
ters. From 8 to 12 m. the Merrimack and Liricsson battery [ Monitor)
engnged each other. The engagement continued until 12 m,, when the
U. 8. 8. Mount Vernon came alongside with orders to take this ship to
Baltimore. :

Abstract log of the U. 8. bark Braxiliera.

. “March 8, 1862.—At 1 p. m. a rebel steam battery made her appear-
ance oftf SewellP’s Point, accompanied by several smaller gunboats,
Minnesota, Roanoke, and gunboats got underway and proceeded to the

.scene of action. At 4 saw that the frigate Oongress had the white flag
flying at her peak and main topgallant masthead, . Wind at the time
moderate from the W, to W. 8. W, Very heavy firing from our forces
against the rebel ships and batteries. At 6 the Roanoke returned in
tow of small tugs. The St. Lawrence arrived at b and proceeded immme-
diately to the support of the Minresota, but returned to Fortress Mon-
roe at 6:45. At 8 firing on both sides slacking. At 7:50 fire broke
out on board the frigate Congress, She blew up between 12and 1 a.m.
Two gunboats and Ericsson’s battery [ Monitor] arrived.

March 9,—At 7 a. m. rebel gunboats opened fire on the Minnesota
and BEricsson battery [ Monitor). Forenoon, heavy firing between our
navill force. and the rebel batteries and gunboats. At noon the rebel
forces hauled off and stood up toward Norfolk., Storeship Brandywine
left in tow of U. 8, 8. Mount Vernon at 1 p. m. In the evening the
steam frigate Minnesota returned to her anchorage, -

March 10.——At 2 a, m, saw flames break out from the steamer White-
hall. She burned to the water and sank. At 8 the Ericsson battery
ijllonitor] returned from Newport News and anchored under Fortress

onroe. At 2 p.m, tug George Washington came alongside with an
acting master and 38 men from the U, 8, frigate Roanoke to remove us
lower down, At 5:40 came to auchor, light on point 8. W. by W.,, dis-
tant 1 wile, .
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Abstract log of the U. 8, 8, Cambridge,

March 8, 1862.—At 1:30 p. m. saw the rebel steamer Merrimack and
two others coming out from behind Sewell’s Point. The Minnesota and
Roanoke got underway to engage them. We immediately steamed out
. to the frigate St. Lawrence, at anchor 5 miles below, and took her in
tow and started for Hampton Roads. From 4 to 6 p. m.: St. Lawrence
in tow. When abreast of Sewell’s Point, the enemy’s batteries opened
fire upon us, which was returned by bobh ships; found the Cumber-
land sunk, the Congress ashore on Newport News Point and her crew
leaving her, and the Minnesota aground, the Merrimack engaging her,
The 8t. Lawrence taking the ground, oast off from her and prepared to
tow her again. Several shot struc‘c the ship without doing much
injury. From 6 to 8: Endeavoring to get the St. Lawrence in tow, stove
in our quarter-rail by collision. Observed the Congress on fire. The
chemy’s vessels w1thdmw1ng toward Sewell’s Point. At 8 p. m. got the
St. Lawrence in tow again and stood down for the fort, the enemy’s
vessels firing upon us, At 8:30 dropped the St. Lawrencc and
anchored. Reported dn board the Roanoke., At 11 the bombproof
battery Alonitor got underway and stood up for the Minnesota.

March 9.—At 12: 40 a. m. the Congress blew up. -Two small steamers
came down from the dinnesota and communicated with the Roanoke.
At 8:50 the Merrimack and Monitor came to close quarters, apparently
trying to board. Heavy firing between them. At 9:30 received
orders to go to Beaufort, N. 0., from the senior officer and lmmedutely
got our anchor and stood down the bay.

Abstract log of the U, 8. 8, Mystio.

Mareh 8, 1862.—At 1: 10 p, m, obber\ ed rebel steamer Merrimack and
two other of the enemy’s steamers coming down Elizabeth River toward
Newport News. At 1:20 flagship fired gan, At 1:256 U. 8. 8 team]
frigate Minnesota got underway and proceeded toward Newport News,
At 1:40 flagship Roanoke got underway. At 2 action commenced at
Newport News between U. S. frigates Cumberland and Congress and the
enemy. At 3 got underway in tow of steamer Kingston and: followed

flagship. At 3:20 observed three steamers coming down James River,
At 3:50 the U. 8. frigate Congress struck her flag,. At 4 ﬂagshlp
turned back. At 4:10 turned round and followed flagship, it being
apparent that in our disabled state we could not be of any assistance.
At 5:20 U. 8. frigate 8t. Lawrence passed us; going up in tow of the
U. 8. 8. Cambridge. At 5:50 engaged Sewell’s Point battery with our
starboard guns. At 8:20 discovered a large fire bearing W. S, W,
supposed it to be the Congress set on fire by the rebels. At 9 U, 8, S
Monitor arrived and proceeded toward Newport Nows,

March 9.—At 8 a. m. saw rebel steamers off Sewell’s Point, At 8:30
action commenced off Newport News between rebel steamers HMerii-
mack and two others and U. S.steamers Minnesota and Monitor. At
9:30, in answer to signal from flagship, dropped farther down, moi ;
out of the way of the guns of the fort. At noon action still going 0
at Newport News, At 12:30 p. m, action ceased between the United
States steamers and the rebels, the latter running away up Elizabeth
River,

N W R—voL 7—-3
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Letter from Lieutenant Greene, U. 8.'Navy, to J. H. Murray, esq., regarding ‘Quartermaster
, Williams, of the U, 8. 8, Monitor.

U. S. IRONGLAD STEAMER MONITOR,
Hampton Roads, March 25; 1862,

DEAR SIRr: Ireceived to-day your communication of the 21st instant,
Peter Williams, quartermaster, is the name of the man who steered
this vessel during her engagement with the Merriimack on the 9th
instant, Please give my regards to Mr. Fox, and my apology to him
for not speaking to him about his kind note of the 11th instant.

Yours, truly, '
S. . GREENE,
Licutenant, U, S. Navy.
J. H. MURRAY, Esq.,
Navy Department, Washington, D, C.

Report of Major-General Wool, U. 8, Army, commanding I'epartment of Virginia.

HEADQUARTERR DEPARTMENT OF VIRGINIA,
Fort Monroe, Va,, March 9, 1862,
GENERAL: Two hours after 1 sent mny hurried dispatch to the Secre-
tary of War last evening the Monitor arrived and saved the Minnesota
and St. Lawrence, which were both aground when she arrived.

The Merrimack, supported by the Yorktown and Jamestown, com-
menced an attack on the Minnesota (still aground) early this morning,
_and after a contest of five hours was driven oft in a sinking condition by

the Monitor, aided by the Minnesota, and towed by the Jamestown and
- Yorktown toward Norfolk, for the purpose, no doubt, of getting her, if
possible, in the dry dock for repairs,

It is reported that Magruder is approaching Newport News with a
large force of infantry. I have reenforced that post with three regi-
ments, a light battery of six pieces, and & company of dragoons. The
command cousists altogether of over or about 8,000 men. My command
consists altogether of 10,000 effective men. C

The Cumberland was sunk, and we lost more than one-half of her
crew, The Congress surrendered, but the crew was released and the
officers taken as prisoners. The HMinnesota has got off, but it is reported
she is in a sinking condition. .

‘It is to be hoped that I will be largely reenforced, including two addi-
tional light batteries. The Monitor is far superior to the Merrimack.
The first has only two guns, while the Merrimack has eight.

’ I bave the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
' JouN E. Wooy, v
i . Major-General,

Major-General GEORGE B. MCCLELLAN, )

Commanding the Army, Washington, D. C.

(Silhilar report to Secretary of War.)

Report of Brigadier-General Mansfield, U, 8, Army, commanding brigade.

Hoqrs. FIRST BRIG.,, FIR8T DIv., DEPT, OF VIRGINIA,
Newport News, March 10, 1862,
- 81R: 1 have the honor to report that in the forenoon of Saturday, the
8th instant, the commanders of the Congress and Cumberland, at anchor
in the stream, notified me that the ironclad Merrimack steamer of the



NORTH ATLANTIC BLOCKADING SQUADRON. 35

enemy was approaching from Norfolk to attack them, and I immedi-
ately telegraphed you to that effect. At about 2 o’clock p. m. she:
approached very near these vessels slowly, engaged first the Congress,
and passed on to the Cumberland and ran into her, and all within a
mile of our batteries. I immediately ordered Lieutenant-Colonel G.
Nauman, chiet of artillery, to open our batteries of four columbiads
and one 42-pounder James gun to fire on her. It was done with alacrity,
and kept up continuously with spirit as long as she was in range, and
although our shot often struck her, they made no impression on her at
all. I also ordered three of our 8-inch siege howitzers from the land
batteries hauled by hand and brought to bear on her from the bank of
the river, and two of Howard’s light battery rifled guns, but no visible
serious damage to her from our guns was done, such was the strength
of her mail,

As soon as the Cumberland was sunk, three steamers, supposed to be
the Yorktown, Jamestown, and a tug came down the River from Day’s
Point under full head of steam. Our guns were then turned on them,
but they kept at a distance and meoved rapidly past, and received but
little damage from us. ; ; .

During the sinking of the Cumberland, the Congress slipped her cable
and hoisted sail and ran ashore just above Signal Point, where many
of her men escaped to the shore, and was then followed by the Mer-
rimack, and after two raking shots she hauled down her flag and hoisted
a white flag and ceased action. The enemy then sent two steamers
with Confederate flags flying and made fast on either side of her, with
a view to haul her off or burn her. As soon as I saw this I ordered
Colonel Brown, of the Twentieth Indiana Regiment, theu close at hand,
to send two rifle companies (A and K) to the beach. The tworifled guns,
under Captain Howard, and a<rifled Dahlgren howitzer, manned by
Master Stuyvesant and fourteen sailors of the Cumberland, went into
action from a raking position on the beach, covered by sand banks and_
trees, against these steamers. , -

We here had them at about 800 yards to advantage, and immediately
they let go their hold on the Congress and moved out of range with
much loss. They endeavored to approach her again with a steamer
and rowboat, but were beaten off with loss, till finally the Merrimack,
finding her prize retaken, approached and fired three shots into her and
set her on fire. The remaining men escaped from the Congress over
the bows of the ship to the shore, assisted by our boats, and the
wounded were removed by dark, ,

Thus closed the tragedy of the day. The enemy retired at dark
toward the opposite shore, and the Congress illuminated the heavens
and varied the scene by the firing of her own guns and the flight of
her balls through the air till about 2 o'clock in the morning, when her
magazine exploded and a column of burning matter appeared high in
the air, to be followed by the stillness of death. Through the whole
day our troops were under arms, and the officers and men engaged at the
batteries and asriflemen on the beach performed their duty well, and the
enemy were beaten off wherever we could penetrate them. All was done
that it was possible to do under the circumstances to save these ships
from the enemy. Some officers and men from the Cumberland, as they
escaped to the shore, came forward and volunteered their services at
our guns and afforded aid. Toward the close of the day the enemy
must have experienced considerable loss. There were none killed of
my command, and but one man, private of the Seventh New York
Volunteers, severely wounded by «a shell from the Merrimack, resulting
in the loss of his leg.
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The loss on the part of our Navy must have been great by the burst-
ing of shells and the drowning by the sinking of the Cumberland,
although our best efforts were made to save them. Our ships were
perfectly helpless against the Merrimack, as their broadsides produced
no material effect on her,

All of which is respectfully submitted.

Jos. K, F. MANSFIELD,
Brigadier-Gencral, Commanding.
Major-General Joun E, Woou,
Commanding Department of Virginia.

Report of Colonel Wardrop, Ninty-ninth New York Infantry.

HpqRrs8. UNION OoAsT GUARD, 991H Rreer. N, Y. V,, |
Camp Hamilton, Va., March 20, 1862.
Sir: 1 have this morning received the official report of COaptain
William J. McIntire, commanding Company 1, of this regiment, who
has been doing duty on board of the U. S. frigate Congress from
Junuary 13 until March 8, when they were attacked by the rebel
ironclad gunboat Merrimack, or Virginia, and forced to surrender, after
the ship was ashore and helpless. Captain Mclntire reports 9 killed,
10 wounded, 7 m